10/23/20                                               Devotional

Let us ponder the following verses from Psalm 19:
“The heavens are telling the glory of God and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.  In the heavens there is no speech, nor are there words, their voice is not heard, yet their voice goes out through all the earth and their words to the end of the world.”   Psalm 19:1-4.    
We read in the letter of Romans: “For all humanity has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”    The Bible speaks often of the glory of God.  Our Christian faith and the scriptures declare unequivocally that glory is reserved for God.  The ultimate goal of the universe is to show the glory of God.  God made it all for His glory and therefore God alone merits our ultimate worship and praise. The letter of Romans says: “Everything lives by his power and everything is for his glory.”
What is God’s glory?  God’s glory is the radiance of his splendor, the demonstration of his power, the awe-inspiring mystery of his presence.  To experience God’s glory is to stand before God lost in wonder, awe and praise.   It’s to experience not a rational moment, but a mystery that we can’t fully understand or explain and yet, somehow, we know God is present.  Sometimes we experience it in the present moment.  Other times we realize it in looking back and we exclaim, “That was no accident or luck or coincidence, God was there.”  It’s that moment when you verbally give praise to God or it’s that moment when you stand before God in utter silence.
Our faith affirms that we see the glory of God in creation!   Isn’t this a profound truth? Creation doesn’t utter words and yet speaks volumes about the glory of God?  We see it in storms and seasons.  We see it walking along the ocean and in the rhythm and pounding of the waves.  We are inspired with brilliant sunsets and sunrises and star-lit nights.  We see it in the brilliance of the stars and the majesty of the mountains.  When has being in nature caused your spirit to soar?
Our faith further affirms that we see God’s glory in Jesus Christ.    Scripture says: “God became a human being and lived among us full of grace and truth.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of a Father’s only Son.”    Jesus Christ illumines God’s very being.  Jesus removes the veil and shows us God.   The letter of Colossians says: “Jesus is the image of the invisible God, for in him the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.”
Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, says to his followers: “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  God desires that we glorify Him.  How can we as God’s people glorify God?
We bring glory to God by worshipping and loving Him.  God wants our worship to be motivated by love, hope, thanksgiving, joy, generosity, expectation, not duty or obligation. C.S. Lewis wrote: “In commanding us to glorify him, God is inviting us to enjoy him.”   Are there times in worship when you encounter and enjoy God? 
Worshipping God is not limited to Sunday’s only.  True worship is an attitude, a life-style, a frame of mind, a daily practice of appreciating God.  True worship is loving him, praying to him, listening to him, walking humbly before Him, laughing and crying before him, and seeking His daily guidance, power and inspiration. 
We bring glory to God by loving others.   We glorify God by living lives in obedience to God’s will.  I John 4:  “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  Since God loved us so much, we too should love one another.”    Every time you show love for someone God is glorified. 
We bring glory to God by growing spiritually and becoming more like Christ.   The journey toward spiritual maturity is becoming more like Jesus in the way we think, feel and act.  It is developing the mind and heart and attitude of Christ.  It is opening ourselves and allowing God’s Spirit to develop a Christ-like character in us.  Scripture says:  “As the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like him and reflect his glory even more.”    Can you identify any changes in your character or attitude that indicate that you are becoming more like Jesus Christ?   
We bring glory to God by serving others with our gifts and talents.  Each one of us is uniquely designed by God, wired with particular gifts and abilities and talents.   God didn’t give you your talents for selfish purposes, but for His purposes.  God wants you to discover, develop and use your talents fully, and when we do, we bring glory to Him.
Finally, we bring glory to God by reaching others for Him.  God wants us to reach out and bring people into relationship with Him, into His realm, into his kingdom.  God wants us to share of the gospel of God’s saving love, of God’s forgiveness and acceptance through faith in Christ. And when people are reached for God, God is glorified.  What a privilege and joy to bring people into the Kingdom of God.  What an honor to introduce others to Jesus and to welcome people into the family of God.  Scripture says:  “As God’s grace brings more and more people to Christ, God will receive more and more glory.”  

Let us declare God’s glory, celebrate his glory, praise his glory, reflect his glory and live for his glory.  How are you glorifying God?   
The grace and peace of our Lord be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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