10/12/20                                                  Devotional                                          
Let us ponder the following verse from the Gospel of Matthew:
	“I’m sending you out like sheep among wolves.  So be wise as snakes and gentle as doves.”

 Matt.10:16



	

	


In our lesson from Matthew, Jesus calls the twelve disciples together to send them out on a mission in the world.  Jesus says: “I’m sending you out just like sheep among wolves.  So be wise as snakes and gentle as doves.”  Other translations read: “Be shrewd or cautious as snakes and innocent as doves.”    “Beware!  Be vigilant!  Watch out!  Keep your wits about you!  Be kind!  Be gentle, keep your eyes open and don't be led astray.”
Jesus juxtaposes snakes and doves and exhorts his followers to imitate them.  A cute petite gentle warm dove and a cold-blooded reptile.  A snake is not exactly a warm-fuzzy figure of speech.  I want you disciples to be like snakes and doves.  I don't know if Jesus could have found a more striking figure of speech.  

Jesus says: “I’m sending you out into a dangerous world.  You are like sheep among wolves.”   Jesus is being realistic, not pessimistic.   He knew his followers would be persecuted in his name.  He knew people would try to fool and deceive them.  He knew they would be harassed by political and religious leaders.  He knew they would be condemned because of their message.   He knew that they would face spiritual warfare from Satan.   Jesus deeply loved the disciples.  He had trained them for three years.  He had traveled with them from town to town.  Jesus wanted to give them a sobering picture of what they would face in their mission.

What is Jesus saying?  First, strike a balance in your Christian faith and life.  And this takes time, experience and spiritual maturity.  Finding that balance is a mark of spiritual maturity.  It takes prayer, turning to God, asking God to help you find that balance in terms of how you deal with people.   A balance between wisdom and compassion, between using cold hard logic and being gentle, between your brain and your heart, in order to accomplish God’s purpose in your life.    Jesus is saying walk the line between the two extremes of being a snake and a dove.   Both are necessary in life.  

Jesus is further saying examine your own life.  Where are you too much like a snake and not enough like a dove?  Where are you too much like a dove and not enough like a snake?  If you only act like a snake toward others you will become cynical, closed-minded and not trust anyone. You will become unfeeling and lack empathy.  You will be constantly on guard and wary, ready to pounce on someone if you feel they are a threat. You will become hard and unmerciful and you won’t be an effective witness to Jesus.   
But if you only act like an innocent dove toward others, you will be gullible, naïve, easily taken advantage of and fooled by people.  You will lose the respect of others and you won’t be an effective witness to Christ. You must have tough minds and tender hearts.  How is your mind?  How is your heart?   We encounter perplexing and complicated challenges today and the right decision is not always clear.  We meet all kinds of people, moral and immoral and we must make judgments about them.    

Do Jesus' words apply today?  There are people today who will use you, manipulate you or deceive you.  Don’t be gullible or fooled.   On the other hand, there are people in genuine need of our Christ-centered kindness and mercy and generosity and gentleness as well.   Jesus is saying when you follow me, you must embody these antitheses in your life – be wise as serpents and gentle as doves.  Jesus says to all who follow Him: “Be wise in your Christian witness.”  Be of good courage.  Stand up for Jesus.  Speak up for Jesus.  Look for opportunities to pray or say a word about your faith. But when you witness and when you serve, do it with kindness, humility, gentleness, and compassion. 
Jesus demonstrated a tough-mindedness and tender-heartedness throughout his ministry.  He traveled to villages healing people racked with disease and sickness.   Jesus said to the crowd who were about to stone a woman caught in adultery: “Let anyone among you who has not sinned cast the first stone.”  And one by one, people in the crowd left.  Then Jesus said to the woman: “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?”  She said, “No one sir.”  And Jesus said:  “Neither do I condemn you.  Go your way and from now on do not sin again.”  
Where in your life do you need to be wise?  Where in your life do you need to be gentle?  Pray for God‘s blessing to find that balance in your Christian life.  

The Lord bless you and keep you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
3

