10/9/20                                                 Devotional  
Let us consider the following passage from the Gospel of Matthew:

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  They replied: “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and others say Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  Jesus then asked:  “Who do you say that I am?“ And the disciple Peter replied:  “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”   Matthew 16:13-16.
Who is Jesus?     Muslims answer the question this way - Jesus was the greatest prophet to come upon the human scene before the coming of Mohammed.   Jews answer the question by saying Jesus was a prophet and teacher.
How does the New Testament answer Jesus’ question?  It first makes the claim that Jesus was a man, a human being.  Jesus was a Jew, born of a woman, Mary, in Bethlehem.  Luke 2 says: “Joseph and Mary returned from Jerusalem to their own town of Nazareth, and the child grew and became strong, he was filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon him.”    In the letter of Hebrews we read: “Since the children have flesh and blood, Jesus too shared in their humanity.”  The New Testament pictures Jesus as one who experienced human feelings, but resisted temptation.   He lived to the age of 30.  His actual public ministry was three years. 
The New Testament makes the paradoxical claim that Jesus was at the same time the Son of God.  The letter of Hebrews says: ”In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.” 
At the crucifixion, a Roman centurion said:  “Surely, this man was the Son of God.”  The letter of Colossians says: “Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him and through him to reconcile to himself all things by making peace through his blood shed on the cross.”   The apostle Paul writes: “Jesus is our mediator between God and humanity.”  
How did Jesus answer the question?   Jesus said: “I and the Father are one.”  He said, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the father.  I am in the Father and the Father is in me.”  Jesus claimed to have the power to forgive sins.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.”   When Jesus was asked: “Are you the Christ, the son of the blessed one, he answered, I am.”  
Our Christian faith declares this truth, Jesus was unique, one without equal in the history of the world.  Jesus alone was truly God and truly human, fully God and fully human. 
In answering the question, who is Jesus, there are four possibilities. Either Jesus was a liar when he claimed to be God and deliberately deceived people into following him; or he was a lunatic with visions of grandeur; or he was a legend, and his claims of supernatural power and divine Sonship were invented by His followers or Jesus spoke the truth.  Our faith declares that Jesus was God incarnate, the Son of God.    
I believe that Jesus is who he claimed to be.  I don't believe this because I'm a preacher; I'm a preacher because I believe this.  I believe in Jesus Christ with all my soul.  My life changed forever after I accepted Jesus as my lord and savior.  Meeting Jesus is the greatest thing that ever happened in my life.  

Jesus possesses a transforming power.  Christ has the power to change you.  Christ has the power to make you new.  Christ has the power to heal.  Christ has the power to bring us into a right relationship with God.  Christ has the power to bring joy and hope and meaning into our lives.   Christ has the power to save.
What is your answer?  People have often described their relationship with Jesus in one of two ways.   “Jesus is my Savior, I’m forgiven and saved because he died for my sins on the cross and now I have a new beginning, a fresh start in my life.”  Others have said: “Jesus is my Lord, he is the center of my life, he is the ruler and power of my life, I want to be a channel for his love, I want others to see Christ in me.”
If you don’t know Jesus Christ, I invite you to prayerfully ask Him into your heart – simply say: “Jesus I am a sinner, I am sorry for my sins and ask for your forgiveness.  I thank you for dying on the cross for my sins and commit my life to you and ask you to become the lord of and savior of my life.”  

The grace of our Lord be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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