10/7/20                                                  Devotional                                       
Let us contemplate the following story from the Gospel of Luke. 
Luke 15:1-24 contains three parables about something that was lost.  The first parable is about a lost sheep, the second parable is about a lost coin, and the third parable is about a lost son.  I invite you to read the entire passage.  
What is it like to be lost?   You feel frightened, alone, helpless, knowing you have little or no control over the situation.  You can be lost in the mountains, in a city, in addiction, mental illness or in your walk with God.  I remember talking with a widow whose husband had recently died.  She said, “I can’t believe he’s really gone; I don’t know what I’m going to do, I’m not sure where to begin, I feel lost.”  The tragic thing is that some people don’t even realize they are lost.  Their friends or family see it, but they don’t recognize it in themselves.
In our passage from the Gospel of Luke, Jesus teaches three parables on this theme – a lost sheep, a lost coin and a lost son.  Jesus’ parables illustrate a truth about the human condition – lost is a metaphor for sin.  Humanity has lost its way.  Humanity rebelled against its creator to worship and follow other gods.  The Bible declares that human beings, apart from God, are lost in sin.   
In the first parable, a shepherd loses one sheep out of a hundred sheep.   Shepherds were totally devoted to their sheep.  They protected them, cared for them, watched over them, and risked their lives for their sheep.  What would you risk everything for?  
In the second parable, a woman loses one of her ten silver coins.  She lights a lamp and sweeps the entire house and searches everywhere until she finds it.   Can you think of something valuable that you lost, which you searched for until you found it?

In the third parable, a father anxiously awaits the return of his wayward son.   The son asked for his inheritance early and went off and squandered it.  He brought shame and disgrace upon the family.   The father watches for his son day after day, and when he sees his son far off in the distance, he runs out to him, embraces him, kisses him, and welcomes him home.  

What common threads run through these stories?  The first is that which was lost, was something of great value, something of extraordinary worth.  The missing sheep was prized by the shepherd.  The lost coin was of great worth to the woman.    The wayward son mattered above everything else to his grieving father.
A second thread is that which was lost generated an all-out search.  The shepherd goes out into the wilderness looking for the lost sheep until he finds him.  The woman searches throughout her whole house until she finds the coin.   The father scanned the horizons praying daily for the returning figure of his son.  And when this father saw his son, he raced out and warmly welcomed him home.     
The third thread is when that which was lost was found, it was a time for rejoicing and celebration.  The shepherd parable says: “When he found the sheep, he laid it on his shoulders, his heart is filled with joy.  And after arriving at the village, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying: Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.”  The parable of the woman who found the coin says: “She calls together her friends and neighbors, saying: “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” The parable of the prodigal son says: “Quickly, bring out a robe, the best one, and put it on him, put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate, for this son of mine was dead and is alive again, he was lost and is found.”  
One key difference between the stories is the son is the only one who comes to his senses, realizes he is lost, repents and returns home.  The parable says: “But when he came to himself.”  Obviously, coins and sheep don’t possess the capacity for introspection.  

In light of these parables, two questions come to mind:  Are you lost?  Know that you matter to God.  No matter what you have said or done, you are of great value to God.  God loves you and desires for you to return to him.  God is eagerly waiting for you to turn back to Him.  And when that happens God and his angels will rejoice; for there is joy in Heaven when one comes back to God.  
Second:  Do you know someone who is lost spiritually?  God wants you to pray for this person, to reach out to this person and come alongside this person and let him or her know that they matter to you and that they matter to God.   Who comes to mind?
“For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”   Luke 19.
The blessings of our Lord be with you all,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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