9/30/20                                                     Devotional
Let us reflect upon the following passage from II Corinthians:

““We do not proclaim ourselves.  We proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.  For God, who said: “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, who is the image of God.  But we have this treasure in clay jars to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”  II Corinthians 4:5-7.
In our passage from Corinthians, we find the apostle Paul and his co-workers being disparaged by a faction in the church of Corinth.   The apostle Paul was being accused of using the gospel for his own for personal gain.  He was accused of profiting as an evangelist.  His reputation was being impugned.  In defense, Paul rejoinders that contrary to these allegations, his ministry centers on Jesus.  He replies to his detractors that he’s devoted to the gospel.  
In this passage we hear the word of the Lord.  The first word is that since sharing in Christ’s ministry is by God’s mercy, we do not lose heart.   Paul experienced God’s abundant mercy and joy in his life and ministry.   How about you?  When we face trouble, adversity, we turn to our experience of God’s mercy for courage and faith, so we do not lose heart.  We must persevere and what enables us to do so is God’s constant mercy.  
Our second word is that we have a treasure; the gospel of God.    It is the gospel of God’s gift of salvation in Jesus Christ given to the world.  It is the gospel that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.  It is the gospel of God’s forgiveness in Jesus Christ through his birth, life, death and resurrection.   Receiving the gospel by repentance and faith changes lives, illumines lives, saves lives and transforms lives.  We in a spirit of thanksgiving embrace the treasure of the gospel.  
Our third word is that God has placed this priceless prize in flawed human containers.   The Greek word here is ostra-kainois sekusin, which translated into English, means clay pots or clay jars or earthen vessels or cracked pots.  In excavating ancient ruins, Archeologists often find ostraca--fragments of clay jars or broken pots that once held costly wine or expensive ointment.  

It’s a paradox.   The word of God says as Jesus’ followers we are ambassadors for Christ, saints, the light of the world, the salt of the earth, and new creations. On the other hand, we are clay pots or cracked pots.  Scripture says God’s people are both forgiven sinners and flawed people of faith.  

What are some implications of this truth?   It means we are not to think too highly of ourselves.  On the other hand, we are not to think lowly of ourselves.  Feeling inferior or worthless or useless runs counter to the heart and mind of Jesus Christ.    The gospel is good news.  God loves us in spite of our flaws.  And the wonderful news is that through faith, the Holy Spirit is continuing to change us more and more into the likeness of Christ.
Another implication of being cracked pots is that it’s important to be able to laugh at ourselves.  An author wrote: “Laughing at ourselves gives us a more accurate sense of who we are.  It breaks down barriers between others and us.  It makes us more approachable. If you doubt that God has a sense of humor, take a look in the mirror.”

It further means that even as clay pots, by God’s grace, we can accomplish great things in Christ’s name.   Millard and Linda Fuller, who founded Habitat for Humanity International in 1976 have built, rehabilitated and repaired a million homes in 14 countries.  

Yes, despite ourselves, by God’s mercy, God chooses us to fulfill his purposes in life.  To whom is Christ calling you to share the gospel?  What a privilege to be messengers of the gospel.  How humbling, how extraordinary, to be chosen and loved by God.  

The blessings of our Lord and Savior be with you all,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel


