9/18/20                                                       Devotional                             
Let us ponder the meaning of the fourth beatitude in the Sermon on the Mount:

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” Matthew 5:6 
In this beatitude, Jesus is speaking about a deep longing, an intense desire for righteousness.  Righteousness in this context has two meanings:  The first is that blessedness comes from a deep longing to be in a right relationship with God.  It means the one who has a passion to be right with God in one’s soul will be blessed or happy.  Jesus is saying blessed is the one who has a hunger and thirst for making a change in one’s life, for turning away from self, and being right God.   When you are right with God, when you trust God with your whole life, you know in your heart of hearts that you are valued and loved by God.   It is the conviction that you are leading the life God created you to live.  St. Augustine wrote:  “Our hearts are restless until they find rest in Thee.”
The second meaning has to do with goodness.  In the Bible, goodness, righteousness, justice, and fairness are synonymous.   Jesus is saying that the one who desires to be a good person shall be filled.  It means the one who has a burning desire to be good and to do good in God’s name will be blessed.  It means that blessedness comes when one has a thirst for righteousness.  This beatitude is directed toward those who strive to be good persons, to know God’s will and to follow God’s will in their lives.  It is God’s will for us to lead a good and exemplary life in His name.  

Jesus is saying happy are you who seek to fulfill God’s will in your own life: in your moral behavior and intellectual pursuits, in your career, in your interactions with your family, and in your relationships with others.  Blessed are you who seek to fulfill God’s will in the community and world – in taking stands, in speaking out, in working for issues, in resisting evil, in striving against injustice, in spreading the gospel, in serving the Kingdom of God, in working for the cause of Jesus Christ.   Blessed are you, for you shall be filled.  Blessed are you who seek to live your life after the example of Jesus.  

In our Judeo-Christian tradition, which is grounded in scripture, we understand that God is just.  Since we are made in God’s image, we too have the capacity to live just lives.  God treats us fairly and in turn God expects us to treat one another fairly.    The prophet Micah says: “God has told you Oh man what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice.”  The prophet Amos cried out: “Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”   
As Christ’s followers, Jesus calls us to lead good lives, to be good persons, and to treat others fairly.  True worship, true belief, true faith, true obedience must translate into an ethical concern for others.   When we are transformed by faith in Christ, by grace we become and are becoming good persons.  Jesus says good persons are capable of doing good toward others.  And when we do something good, Jesus promises that we shall be filled.  What are you doing for others in the name of goodness?  
The peace of the Lord be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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