9/16/20                                                   Devotional                   
Let us consider the third beatitude from the Sermon on the Mount:
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Matt.5:5.
We continue our series on the beatitudes.  The beatitudes describe the attitude of joy or happiness that one experiences when one lives in the Kingdom of God.  They are a theological perspective on happiness.  The beatitudes describe Christian character, Christian attitudes, Christian qualities that are possible through faith in God.   This blessedness is real and genuine today.  It is also a partial experience of what we shall experience fully in heaven.
Do you like being called meek?  Do you consider the virtue of humility a compliment?  It is out of place in our aggressive, assertive and competitive culture.   Words like meek and humble are not considered compliments, but probably more as insults.  We think of such people as being wimps, doormats and push-overs.  But Jesus is not speaking here about being weak or timid or subservient or submissive.   
Jesus is speaking about followers who know who they are in relation to God.  You are not afraid to admit your need for God.  You know you are a forgiven sinner.  You know you are not your own, but that you belong to God and are dependent upon God.  A meek person knows he or she is a child of God.  They truly believe God’s loves them.  A meek person believes they are lovable because God loves them.  Meek persons believe they are worthwhile because they are children of God.   A humble person is self-confident because their confidence is based upon their relationship with God.   Humble people are those who don’t feel like they have to constantly prove themselves to others.  Humble people are those who are not constantly comparing themselves to others.  Their attitude is – the world doesn’t revolve around me.  They are not always asserting their egos, demanding their rights, or grabbing for more at the expense of others.  Jesus means meek people are not always seeking the approval of others.  They are not always on the defensive.  They are secure in themselves because they know whose they are.   They have the capacity to become angry in the presence of wrong or injustice.  But they are not always getting angry when they don’t get their way or when someone bruises their egos.  

Being meek or humble is having an attitude in accord with the spirit and mind of Jesus.  A humble person believes he or she doesn’t know everything and therefore is willing to listen and learn.  Jesus means you are aware of your own failings, limitations, weaknesses, and shortcomings, but you are also aware of your talents, abilities and strengths.  Jesus means you are aware of where you need to grow and mature and develop as a child of God.  Jesus means you are able to say: “I’m sorry,” “I apologize.”  “I was wrong.”  “Forgive me.”  
Humility means you are okay in your own skin.  You accept who you are.  You know yourself.  You are not racked by insecurity or neediness.  It frees you to do things for others without a need for recognition or praise.  It doesn’t mean thinking less of yourself, but rather thinking of yourself less.   It means you can focus on the needs of other people rather than just yourself.  Meekness means that one is disciplined and has learned self-control.  
Meekness means we don’t take ourselves too seriously.  Humility enables you to recognize that life is a gift from God that you accept with gratitude, rather than an attitude of entitlement.  Pride, hubris, insecurity and low self-worth are the enemies of humility.  Humility means you put your ultimate trust in God and believe with all your heart that you are valued and loved by God.   Jesus promises an inheritance to those who walk in the path of humility.  The virtue of meekness is a blessing from God.  Are you a humble person?
The Lord bless and keep you,
Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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