9/11/20                                                   Devotional                   
Let us contemplate the words from the first beatitude:
“Blessed are the Poor in Spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.” Matt.5:3
We continue our series on the beatitudes.  Jesus did not speak on irrelevant subjects.  He spoke on things that were relevant to the lives of people around him.  The beatitudes are Jesus’ incomparable teachings on joy or happiness from the perspective of the Kingdom of God.  They are a theological perspective on the deepest level of joy or happiness.  They show us from God’s standpoint, what happiness means in this earthly life.     

Jesus opened the Sermon on the Mount with these time-less teachings.  The word beatitude means “blessed or happy.”  The beatitudes proclaim God’s favor toward those who aspire to live under His rule.    Each beatitude begins with a strong Greek word ‘Markarioi.”   Markarioi denotes a deep sense of spiritual joy, inner well-being, inward-joy for those who live in the Kingdom of God. 
Translated it means – “Happy are” or “How Happy” or “Hail you” or “Blessed.”   Jesus is teaching about a profound experience of spiritual joy or well-being or blessedness when you live under God’s rule.
The beatitudes describe an attitude or outlook that is possible for those who have faith in Christ.  They describe both a present reality and a promise of fulfillment through living in the Kingdom of God.  Faith in God brings with it a profound sense of joy or happiness or blessedness.  This blessedness is real and genuine today, but it’s also incomplete.  It is an earthly foretaste of what life in heaven is like.   
Jesus is not speaking here by “poor in spirit” about your being depressed or despondent or gloomy.  He is not talking about your being pessimistic about the future.  Neither is Jesus speaking about those who lack the world’s goods.  By poor in spirit, Jesus means those who feel a spiritual void in their lives.  You sense a vacuum in your soul.  You feel an inward emptiness.  It is a sense of unworthiness about oneself before God.  You have a genuine awareness of their own sinfulness.  It is the sense that something profound is missing in your life.   It is a poverty of spirit.  It has been described as sanctified sorrow.  You are acutely aware of your need for God in your life.  You are cognizant that your own life is off the track and broken.  You sense that you could be more if you had God in your life.  You sense that you have lost your way and need to get on the right path through faith in God.  

In this beatitude Jesus means that you recognize a spiritual need or spiritual hunger.  You sense your own smallness in the vast universe.  Your pride has been stripped away.   You honestly recognize your own need for a relationship with a being and power who is greater than yourself.  You acknowledge that you cannot go on living without God in your life.  Jesus says in such a state you are ready to enter the Kingdom of God.  You are ready for a relationship with God.  You are ripe for repentance.  You are spiritually humbled.    You are in a position to get right with God.  You are in a position to be reconciled to God.  You confess a poverty of spirit in which you admit that you lack the resources to meet life and you need God’s help and strength.  You are ready to put your whole trust in God.  You confess your need for God. 
It means you are able to confess – “I am a sinner.  I cannot live a life apart from God.  God created me to live in relationship with Him.  I need God’s forgiveness.  I cannot depend strictly on my own talents or energies or abilities.  I need God in my life.”  This attitude shows that you are living in the Kingdom of God.

The grace of God be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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