9/09/20                                                   Devotional                   
Let us think about the following verses from the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew: 
“Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down.  His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.”   Jesus taught them the beatitudes.  Matt.5:1-2.
“All I want out of life is to be happy.”  “I just want my children to be happy.”   “I really don’t care what she decides to do with her life, so long as she’s happy.”  If there is one thing most people share in common, if there’s one desire that crosses all cultures, it’s the desire to find happiness in life.  Happiness is a universal human quest.      
Are you happy?  “Don’t ask me today, ask me tomorrow.”  What makes you happy?  What is happiness in your opinion?  Is being happy temporary or permanent?  Is happiness in life achievable?  

I remember in the "Peanuts" cartoon series, when Lucy asks Charlie Brown if he has ever known anybody who was really happy.   Before she can finish her sentence, Snoopy comes dancing by on tip-toe, arms outstretched, his nose high in the air, a beaming smile on his face.  He dances and bounces his way past them.  Finally, Lucy finishes her sentence: “Have you ever known anybody who was really happy and was still in their right mind?” 

A fixture in our culture is Happy Hour at restaurants.   Bumper stickers say: “Happiness is being a grandparent.”  I say Amen!   Songs have been written like Bobby McFerrin’s 1988 hit:  “Don’t worry, be happy.”  Benjamin Franklin said: “The Constitution only guarantees the American people the right to pursue happiness.  You have to catch it yourself.”  Cynthia Nelms said: “Nobody really cares if you're miserable, so you might as well be happy.”  
The ancient Greeks pondered the subject of happiness.    Socrates said: “Virtue is happiness.  To know what is right and to do what is right results in happiness.”  Aristotle wrote: “Happiness is life’s highest goal.  Happiness is found when one reaches his or her full potential, when man’s highest nature is realized, especially in the realm of the mind.”
Is happiness the same thing as having fun?  Will having more fun in life bring more happiness?  In this light, we turn in our Gospel to the beatitudes.  This is the first in our devotional series on the beatitudes.  The beatitudes are Jesus’ matchless teachings on happiness from the perspective of the Kingdom of God.  They are a theological perspective on happiness.  They show us from God’s standpoint, what happiness means in this earthly life.     

Jesus opened the Sermon on the Mount with these time-less teachings.  The word beatitude means “blessed or happy.”  The beatitudes proclaim God’s favor toward those who aspire to live under God’s rule.    Each beatitude begins with a strong Greek word ‘Markarioi.”   This word doesn’t refer to feelings or emotions.  Rather, Markarioi connotes a deep sense of spiritual joy, inner well-being, inward-joy for those who live in the Kingdom of God. 
It is a congratulation or an exclamation.  Translated it means – “Happy are” or “How Happy” or “Hail you” or “Blessed.”   Jesus is teaching his disciples on a stunning mountainside in Galilee, about experiencing the deepest level of spiritual joy or well-being or blessedness when you live under God’s rule.  And remember, when you accept Christ as your Lord and Savior by repentance and faith, you enter into the Kingdom of God or the rule of God.
The beatitudes describe Christian character, Christian attitudes, Christian qualities that are possible through faith in God.   They describe both a present reality and a promise of fulfillment.  Faith in God brings with it, a profound sense of joy or happiness or blessedness.  This blessedness is real and genuine, but it is also incomplete.  It is an earthly foretaste of our future life in heaven.   
The beatitudes represent God’s values.  Jesus’ teachings here strike us as rather strange, but God’s values usually are.  God’s perspective is often different from the world’s perspective.   If you want to live for God, you must be ready to say and do what seems strange to the world - to give when others take, to love when others hate, to forgive when others demand vengeance, to pray when others mock prayer.  By living in the Kingdom today, you will experience happiness in the deepest and most profound sense of that word.
In Christ’s name,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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