9/4/20                                                         Devotional                                         
Let us reflect upon the following verses from the book of Acts:

“What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.  The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands.  He himself gives to mortals’ life and breath and all things.  From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, so that they would search for God and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  For in him we live and move and have our being.”

Acts 17:23-28.
Does God exist?  Is there really a God?  Is it reasonable to believe that God exists?  Have you ever asked such questions? 
If Christian faith is going to be relevant today, it must past the test of reason.  I Peter 3:15 says: “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.”  
Having reasons for why you believe in God shows that your Christian faith rests on a firm intellectual foundation.  It is not based solely on wishful thinking or emotion.   Jesus said love God with all your heart and mind.   Having reasons for believing in God is loving God with your mind.  The Bible presupposes God’s existence.  It is familiar with skeptics.   Psalm 53:1 says: “Fools say in their hearts, there is no God.” 
In this passage the apostle Paul is in Athens, a city dedicated to the goddess Athena.   Athens was a city bursting with idols and statues.  Paul was deeply distressed at the rampant idolatry.  People were worshipping false gods, rather than the one true God.  Paul preached the gospel of one God, who revealed himself in Jesus Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection.  He went to the Areopagus, a low hill near the Acropolis, to explain his new teaching to the council of city leaders and philosophers.    The Athenians had built an idol to an “unknown god,” out of fear of offending some unknown deity.   Paul used the inscription about their “unknown god” as a springboard for his message.  What are some of the arguments or reasons to make the claim that God exists?  
The First argument for God’s existence is the cosmological argument.  How did the universe get started?  Was it by accident?  A monumental discovery of the last century is that the universe had a beginning.  Prior to this science thought the universe was eternal with no beginning and no end.  Christian scientist Dr. Francis Collins writes: “The universe began at a single moment, commonly now referred to as the Big Bang.  Calculations suggest it happened approximately 14 billion years ago.”
Psalm 19 says: “The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament shows forth his handiwork.”   An analogy is Mt. Rushmore with the four giant faces of American presidents carved into stone—Washington, Jefferson, Teddy Roosevelt, and Lincoln.  How did these faces appear on this mountainside?  Was it by chance?  Was it the result of centuries of wind, water, rain, snow, rock slides and erosion which combined to produce these faces?  No, a sculptor carved out these faces.  Christians have argued that because there is a creation, a reasonable argument is that there is also a creator.
The same argument is used when it comes to the existence of human beings.  Did human beings come into existence by accident?  Did human beings come into existence by the random interaction of molecules and chemicals?  A reasonable argument is that God created human beings.
A second argument for God’s existence is the Design argument.  The universal is purposeful.   Look at how the universe works and how human beings are designed.  Is all of this simply an accident of nature?  There are contingencies in our universe that are lined up to support life: the law of gravity, the regularity of the seasons, the laws of physics.  For instance, consider the planet earth.  Astronomers say that the earth is just the right distance from the sun.  If it were farther away, we would freeze and if it were closer, we would be incinerated.  Consider the tilt of the axis of the earth, 23 degrees.  If there was no tilt to the earth, the poles would accumulate masses of ice and the center of the earth would generate intense heat and life would be uninhabitable.  
Think of the way the human body functions with all its interrelated systems and complex parts.  One physician said of the human eye: “Behind the intricate mechanism of the human eye lie breathtaking glimpses of a Master plan.”  Christians argue that the way the world and the human body is designed is a reasonable argument that there is a divine designer.
A third argument is the moral argument.  In contrast to animals, humans have a moral conscience. We feel a sense of responsibility, guilt, right and wrong, decency and justice.  Why is this?  Where did that moral conscience come from?  Was it the result of accident or chance?  Christians claim because humans have a conscience and have established moral laws there is a divine moral law-giver. 
A fourth argument is from the Bible.  The Bible has literally changed lives.  God’s Spirit through scripture has comforted, guided, taught, and inspired conversion throughout the centuries.  “All Scripture is God-breathed.”  II Timothy 3:18. The Bible speaks about God’s plans and purposes for our lives and for the world.  The Bible is the unique witness to God.  The existence of the Bible is another argument for the existence of God.
A fifth argument is the spiritual awareness of human beings.    Human beings have an awareness of a transcendent power or being.  It is found in all cultures.  Human beings feel accountable to this power and are drawn to worship this being.  Human beings are spiritual beings, as well as rational, emotional, moral and physical beings.    Where did this come from?  Is it an accident?  The Christian argument is that God planted this divine awareness in human beings who are created in God’s image. 
A sixth argument is the one from personal experience/faith.  Personal faith has dramatically changed lives over the centuries.  Multitudes of people have testified to how their lives have been transformed because of their faith in God.  We think of answers to prayer, special visions, miracles, healings, guidance, direction, strength, and hope which have come from faith in God.  Christians have claimed that personal spiritual experience is a reasonable argument for the existence of God.
These are some of the reasons that the church has given to claim that God exists.    Why do you believe that God exists?
God’s blessings be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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