9/02/20
                        Devotional                                           
Let us contemplate these verses from the letter of Colossians:

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the church, he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.   For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him and through him to reconcile to himself all things by making peace through his blood shed on the cross.”  Col. 1:15-20
Did Jesus exist?   Is Jesus God?    The questions are as relevant today as ever.  There are many people in our world who answer no to both questions.  There are nearly 2 billion people who believe Jesus existed and that Jesus was God.  
Some argue that only the Bible speaks about a person named Jesus.  This is wrong.  In addition to the Bible, secular historians of antiquity refer to Jesus or Christ and Christianity such as – Roman historians Tacitus and Suetonius, Pliny the younger, Epictetus, Thallus and Lucian. 1st century Jewish historian Josephus said: “There arose at this time a great man, whom the leaders of his people had put to death by Pontius Pilate, and this was the Christ.”  1st century historian Tacitus wrote: “Christus, the founder of the persons commonly called Christians, was put to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in the reign of Tiberius.”
People have different opinions about Jesus.    He has been called a fraud, a blasphemer, a revolutionary, a moral teacher, a prophet, a good man, a Jewish priest, a religious leader, the founder of the Christian religion and God.    

Jesus was a Jew, born in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth.    Other than the story of his birth and the incident of his teaching in the temple at the age of twelve, we know little about his first thirty years.   At the age of thirty his public ministry burst forth and lasted three years.  We are told that “the common people heard him gladly.”  His reputation grew and he eventually became a powerful teacher, a preacher of the Kingdom of God, a miracle worker and healer, one who forgave sins and was crucified, buried and raised to life on the third day.    
The name Jesus is an English translation.  It is translated from Yeshua in Aramaic and Joshua in Hebrew.  It means "God saves."   The title Christ comes from the Greek word Christos which is the translation of the Hebrew Messiah and means "the Anointed one of God".   
The Church makes the claim that only Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the world, the Lord of life and death.  For over 2,000 years the church has proclaimed this paradoxical truth about Jesus.  First, Jesus was fully human.  In the letter of Hebrews, we read: “Since the children have flesh and blood, Jesus too shared in their humanity.”  The Bible says Jesus was a man, a Jew, born of a woman.   Second, Jesus was fully divine.  Jesus was God incarnate.  He was born of a virgin through the power of the Holy Spirit.  He was without sin and never succumbed to temptation.   The letter of Hebrews says: “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.”  Jesus was fully human and fully God, truly human and truly God.
A Roman centurion, who had personally witnessed Jesus’ excruciating death on the cross said: “Surely, this man was the Son of God.”  
Only Jesus, among all other major religious leaders in history, claimed to be God.  Jesus commended Peter when Peter confessed that Jesus was the son of God: “Blessed are you Simon son of Jonah.  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. “Jesus said: “I and the Father are one.”  “Anyone who has seen me has seen the father.”  “I am in the Father and the Father is in me.”  “I am the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me.”   When Jesus was asked: “Are you the Christ, the son of the blessed one, he answered, “I am.”   
If you want to know who God is, what God is like, what God’s nature and character, what is God’s heart and mind like, what is God’s purpose for the world - then look at Jesus Christ.  It is Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension that restores creation and saves all who turn to Him.     The Church’s message is that God is triune, one God in three persons, and Jesus is the second person of the Godhead. 
	Jesus’ birth split time and changed the calendar to B.C. and A.D.  His birth, life and resurrection has rocked the world and changed history for 2,000 years.  The Bible attests to hundreds of witnesses who saw the resurrected Jesus on Easter.   Jesus’ resurrection is central to the gospel.  Would his followers have written the New Testament and founded the Church, if he had not risen from death? 


Did Jesus exist?  This is an indisputable fact of history.  Is Jesus God?  Our Christian faith answers this question with a resounding yes.  True, you can’t prove it but neither can you disprove it.  It is a truth-claim or faith-claim.   With joyful hearts Jesus’ followers declare Jesus alone is Lord, Jesus alone is the Savior, Jesus alone is truly human and truly God.
Jesus offers a new life, a new standard of conduct, a new power and inspiration for living, and a new hope for the future.   Christ has the power to save, to change you, to forgive, to heal, to bring light in the darkness, to bring joy and hope and peace, to teach us to love because we know we are loved, to bring us into a right relationship with God through faith.  Having a relationship with Christ has changed my life and the lives of millions.
	If you are seeking a relationship with God in Christ, I invite you to say this prayer: “Jesus I’m sorry for my sins and living each day like you don’t matter.  I am sorry and I ask you to forgive me.  I believe you are the Son of God, the Lord and Savior of the world.  I dedicate myself to you and ask that you become the savior and Lord of my life.”
In the Name of Christ, 

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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