8/26/20                                                     Devotional                 
Let us think about these verses from the book of Exodus:
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” Exodus 20:16-17.
We now conclude our devotional series on the Ten Commandments, also called the 
Decalogue.   

You may have heard of the mezuzah.   Mezuzah is a Hebrew word which literally means “doorpost.”  It's a small wooden, metal or glass case, about three inches in length, which is placed on the doorpost of a Jewish home.   Inside the case is a tiny parchment, on which is inscribed the Ten Commandments.  Its aim is to instill God’s law in people's minds and hearts at home and away from home.   We now turn to the last two commandments.   

Let's turn to The Ninth Commandment: “You shall not bear false witness against another” or “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.”   
The original context of this commandment had to do with the deceit and lies that were rampant in Israel's courts.  God is deeply concerned about fairness in the legal justice system.  God knew that Israel could not survive if its system of justice was corrupt.  Obviously, this is true for any nation today.  A corrupt legal system, unscrupulous judges and lawyers, can threaten a nation's survival.  God commands us to be honest in our private dealings and in our pubic dealings.
We give false testimony by intentionally leaving something out of a story, twisting the facts, making false accusations, unfounded allegations, groundless claims, and boldface lies about others.   God warns against such deceit.  A false accusation can ruin a person’s reputation.  It can convict someone unfairly, send an innocent person to prison, lead them to being unjustly fined, or result in an innocent person’s execution.

God’s people are to truthfully tell what we saw, what we heard, what we know in a moral or legal context.  We hear stories today of false claims about rape, racism, assault, child abuse, workplace intimidation, and school yard bullying.  It is a daunting task for law enforcement and the court system to investigate and ascertain the truth of a reported crime. 
When you strive to live truthfully, you acknowledge God's authority over your life, show respect for God, and honor and obey God.  By truthful living you treat others with dignity and fairness.  Being truthful and honest is one of the greatest hallmarks of what it means to be created in God's image.
The final commandment in the decalogue is this:  You shall not Covet!   Author Dennis Prager writes: “This is the only one of the Ten Commandments that legislates thought.  All the other commands legislate behavior.  Coveting is what leads to violating the other commandments, coveting so often leads to evil.”  
The Hebrew word for covet is “lachmod.”  The Hebrew word used here is a strong one.  It refers to an obsession with something or someone, hyper-jealousy, an intense wanting or preoccupation toward something or someone.  It deeply resents that someone has something you don't have.  It is an all-consuming envy which can pollute one's mind.  It’s a destructive emotion, a lusting after, a drive or fixation to possess what others have.   

Covet in Hebrew further includes planning and scheming to acquire what someone else has.  It can range from another's material possessions, to their success, their position, their spouse, their children, their name.  The modern-day stalker is relentless in his or her drive to possess another person.  

The source of coveting is human sin.  The sin of idolatry, insecurity, a deep-seated unhappiness within ourselves.  God understands the link between our inward desires and our outward actions.   God knows it all begins in the heart, where the seed of an evil thought grows into murder, adultery, lying, or stealing.  

Covetousness is the enemy of inner peace.  Can we have inner-peace if our hearts are eaten up with a desire for things that are not ours?  Covetousness is the enemy of peace in the family.  Covetousness is the enemy of peace in the church, nation and world. 
Through repentance, confession and prayer, the Holy Spirit can free us from coveting and transform us.  We begin to celebrate the success of others instead of being jealous and resentful.  We discover true blessing in giving to others, rather than getting from others what we desire.  

As we study the commandments, they direct us toward God whom we encounter both as holy judge and merciful savior.  And by the inward working of God’s Spirit, the commands become God's word written on our hearts.  We see them as they are: signs of God’s steadfast love commanding us to lead good and righteous lives which love, worship and honor God and treat others with respect and justice.

May the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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