8/24/20                                                               Devotional                   
Let us reflect upon these verses from the book of Exodus:
“You shall not commit adultery.  You shall not steal.”  Exodus 20:12-14.
We continue our devotional series on the Ten Commandments.  These commandments are God's moral compass.  They are God's direction for all people. These commandments came from the mind and will of God.  Further, they are absolute and universal.  
Let's turn to the Seventh commandment – You Shall not Commit adultery!  What is adultery?  It is God's prohibition on married persons having sexual relations with anyone outside of their marriage.  

Why is adultery wrong?  Why is it prohibited?  The Bible offers these reasons, which of course, stand in stark contrast to the tolerant society in which we live today.   Adultery is wrong because God forbids it!   Marriage is a covenant established by God.  God has standards for this covenant.  Marriage is under the authority of God.  This commandment expresses God’s will for people who have entered into the commitment of marriage.  

Adultery is wrong because it’s a sin!  It is an act of disobedience against God’s word and God's intention for the marriage relationship.  It undermines the structure of marriage.   It threatens the institution of marriage.  It puts the covenant of marriage in jeopardy.   

Adultery is wrong because it breaks the promises that two people make to each other.  It dishonors the marriage bond and violates mutual trust and respect.  It breaks the marriage vows made in the presence of God and other witnesses.  Marriage vows are the promises a couple makes to love one another to remain faithful to each other so long as they both shall live.
Adultery is wrong because it threatens the stability and integrity of the family and society.  It strikes at the heart of the family.  The family is the building block of a society.  It can destroy the very fabric of family life.   It devalues the spouse.  It is hurtful and devastating to the children.    A healthy and stable marriage is a gift parents can pass on to their children. 

Is adultery forgivable?   Yes.  As painful and harmful as it can be, it is forgivable.  God’s grace is always reaching out to us.  It requires genuine repentance and an honest decision to stop/end the behavior.   You recall the story of the men who brought the woman caught in adultery to Jesus.  Jesus said: “Let him who has not sinned cast the first stone.  Then he turned to the woman and said: “Has no one condemned you.  Neither do I condemn you.  Go, and do not sin again.”   
Should adultery always lead to divorce?  In my opinion the answer is that it depends.  It depends upon the attitudes of the couple and the circumstances.  Some marriages do end in divorce.  The trust is broken forever and they cannot find it in their hearts to forgive the offending spouse.  Other couples work through the pain and sense of betrayal and gradually rebuild and restore their marriage.  
Let’s consider the Eighth Commandment: You Shall not Steal.  God knew that His covenant with Israel could not be sustained and that Israelite society itself would collapse, if stealing was commonplace.  Stealing directly violates the moral covenant or social contract.   God is saying one has the right to own property and one’s rights of ownership must be respected.   Private property is a human right.  Relationships must be based on mutual trust.  
The prohibition against stealing is necessary for the stability and well-being of society.  Honesty and justice are core values of any society.  The very future of society is in peril, wherever theft occurs, whether in government, in the military, in business, in education, in churches, in homes or on the street.    We are constantly warned about identity theft today.  The perception of theft in our communities today is overwhelming.  We read that one in four Americans will be a victim of crime each year and the majority of those crimes will be thefts.  
This commandment forbidding stealing is broad.  It goes beyond stealing property.  It prohibits stealing another human being, that is, kidnapping.  God prohibits selling people into slavery or for ransom.  God has created human beings with a sacred right, the right to life, to liberty, the right to live in freedom.   Today this command would include stealing the many non-material things an individual owns as well – your identity, your reputation, your good name, your dignity, your sense of trust and personal safety.   Thou shall not steal.
The grace of our Lord be with you,
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