8/21/20                                                   Devotional
Let us think about the following two commands in the book of Exodus:
“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.  You shall not murder.” Exodus 20:12-13.
We continue our series on the Ten Commandments.  God spoke these commands to Moses.     That's how Exodus chapter 20 begins.  These commands are given with God's authority.  
Dennis Prager in his book, The Ten Commandments, writes: “No document in world history so changed the world for the better as did the Ten Commandments.  Western civilization, the civilization that developed universal human rights, created women's equality, ended slavery, created parliamentary democracy would not have developed without them.  These commandments are as relevant today as when God gave them to Moses over 3,000 years ago.”
Let's turn to the Fifth Commandment - Honor your Father and Mother.  In this commandment, God expresses His will for how people are to live within the structure of the family.   Honoring parents strengthens and unites the family unit.  The integrity of the family is paramount in terms of shaping human beings spiritually, intellectually, morally and emotionally.  And further, the survival of a nation depends upon key factors, and one in particular is the stability and health of the institution of the family.   We know that the breakdown of the family structure negatively impacts society.  If you build a society in which children honor their parents, society will long survive.  Sadly, the corollary is also true.  Honoring parents teaches children respect for and accountability to a higher authority.   I believe that our attitude toward our parents influences our attitude toward God.  
This command says that to live in peace for generations in the promised land, the Israelites must respect authority and build strong families.  This commandment summons us to respect, to honor, to follow, to support, and to show our gratitude due our parents.

We often think of this commandment as directing children to obey their parents.  Originally this command was directed toward the welfare of older parents.  There was no social security or medicare or pension plans 3,000 years ago.   God was commanding adult children to love and care for elderly parents and to assume responsibility for them.  Aging parents who could no longer work, depended entirely upon their children to care for them.   
A common practice among nomadic tribes of the Canaanite culture was to leave elderly or sick parents behind to die.  This commandment condemns such cruel and inhumane treatment.  God said Israel was not to follow the practice of other local tribes.  God’s covenant with Israel changed the way Jews treated the elderly.  The elderly were considered valued persons in the community. 

The Bible has much to say in support of this commandment: “With your whole heart honor your father; your mother’s birth pangs forget not, remember, of these parents you were born; what can you give them for all they gave you?” “Listen to your father who begot you, and despise not your mother when she is old.”  “He who mistreats his father or drives away his mother, is a worthless and disgraceful son.”     
This command means remembering your parent’s humanness and learning to forgive them.  It means acting in a way that shows them courtesy and respect.  It means showing them they are valued and worthwhile.   It means praying for them.   It means not blaming them for all of the problems in your life.  It means not physically or emotionally abusing them.   It means to support them, to listen to them, and to help them financially if needed.      

Let's turn to the Sixth Commandment – You Shall not Murder!   The Bible makes a distinction between killing and murder.  There are two Hebrew words for taking a life.  In the Sixth commandment, the Hebrew word used here is murder. 
Murder is the illegal or immoral taking of a life.  It is the unlawful premeditated killing of one human being by another.  Our law has first and second-degree murder. First degree murder is the intentional murder that is willful and premeditated with malice aforethought. Second degree murder is an intentional murder, but is not premeditated or planned in advance.  Murder is evil.   Murder is against God's will.  Murder is immoral.   

One the other hand, the Sixth commandment does not prohibit killing.  That is an important distinction.  The Bible allows the killing of animals for food.  It allows the killing of another to defend your own life.  It allows killing in times of war.  It allows executing a murderer as a penalty for committing the crime of murder.     

This is the word of the Lord.  
The love and fellowship of God be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
