8/19/20                                                   Devotional                       
Let us contemplate the following verses from the Old Testament book of Exodus:

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.   Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God.  On it you shall not do any work.  Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”  Exodus 20:7-11. 

We continue our devotions on the Ten Commandments.  The Ten Commandments originated in the mind of God.   They were given by God's authority, not human authority.  They are authoritative for all people, for all time, in all places.    The commandments apply not just to Jews, but to Christians and to all humanity.  God’s will is that all humanity bow down before Him.  
The commandments focus upon our relationship with and behavior toward God and other people.   They summarize the will of God for humanity.  As persons whom God has created, our first responsibility is to love God with our whole being - heart, soul, mind, and strength.   We are to love God alone with unswerving, complete, and steadfast loyalty.  These laws, imperatives, mandates are given by God.  God's will in these commands is about spiritual truth, decency, justice, fairness, morality and righteousness.  
God said: “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, you shall have no other gods before me.”   God hates slavery.  God hates oppression.  God hates injustice.  God loves freedom.  God's desire is that human beings live in economic, political, religious and social freedom.  
Jews and Christians are responsible to and answerable to the God who revealed Himself to humanity in forming the people of Israel and in the incarnation of Jesus Christ as testified to in the scriptures.  Why?   Because God created us in His image and made us for fellowship with himself.   Our lives are incomplete without God.  To refuse to live according to God’s will is to violate our very nature as human beings.  We are to express our gratitude, our praise, our thanksgiving to God for who God is and for all He had done in our lives.  

Let's turn to the Third Commandment.  This command in Hebrew can be variously translated: “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God.”  “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.”  “Don't take the name of God in vain.”  
We often think this commandment is only addressing using God's name inappropriately or cavalierly in our daily conversation, like saying: “Oh God I had a rough day today.”  We also think of it in terms of using it in profanity, or in our common parlance, or as an idiomatic expression.  God’s name is holy, God’s being is holy and we should not disrespect or profane the holy name of God. 
But the Third Commandment means more.   It means we are not to commit evil or injustice against others by invoking God's name.  The commandment says God will not forgive a person who violates this commandment.  It is an abuse of God’s name when it is used as a justification for committing evil or injustice.   This commandment condemns anyone who commits evil in God’s name.  It is a great sin and affront to God.  
The Fourth Commandment is - Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.  The Hebrew word Sabbath is Shabbat, which means rest.  In this command God shows care for both human beings and animals.  It shows how the one true God values human beings.  God is declaring that human beings, as well as beasts of burden, must rest at least one day a week. 
This commandment is inclusive and pertains to children, slaves, aliens or foreigners and livestock.    This day was meant to strengthen family ties and friendships.  This day was meant to strengthen our spiritual relationship with God.  God shows in this command the value He places on our minds and bodies.  It was meant to focus our hearts, minds and bodies upon the creator and ruler God and not upon work.  God blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
We gather as God's people before the one true God who commands our deepest respect, devotion and loyalty, the one in whom we live, and move and have our being.
The mercy and grace of our Lord be with you,
Rev. Alan W. Deuel



