8/17/20                                                      Devotional                       
Let us think about the following verses from the book of Exodus:  
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me.  You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God.”  Exodus 20:2-5.

The 10 Commandments are of divine origin.   God is the author.  They were given by God's authority, not human authority.  They are universal.  They are authoritative for all people, for all time, in all places.   God gave them to Moses who passed them on to the Jews.  Centuries later Jesus reaffirmed their authority for His followers. They focus upon our relationship with and behavior toward God and other people.   These commands are a summary of the will of God, that is, God’s spiritual and moral imperatives for humanity.   

The first two commandments are the foundation upon which the others rest.  They call for reverence due to God alone.  Deuteronomy 6:4. is called the Mizpah, the Hebrew word for hear. “Hear O Israel, The Lord is our God, the Lord is one.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your might.”  It affirms monotheism or one God as opposed to polytheism.  Our first responsibility is to love God with our whole being - heart, soul, mind, and strength.   We are to love God alone and completely.  
The 10 Commandments are not culturally relative, passé, or archaic religious rules.  They are as contemporary today, as they were when God passed the tablets of stone to Moses on Mt. Sinai, in the Sinai Peninsula, over 3,000 years ago.   

The first commandment says no other gods!  There is only one true God.  Other gods are fickle.  Other gods are transient.  Other gods are penultimate.  God is eternal, forever, everlasting.  Don’t follow other gods.  Don’t chase after other gods.  Don’t dedicate your life to other gods.  Don’t serve other gods.      

The second commandment says no idols!  Don't worship things, that is, material or symbolic gods.  Don’t worship material things or ideology or technology or nature.  Why, because idols are false gods, imposters, frauds which threaten to lure our allegiance.   Bad things happen, evil things occur, when you worship false gods.  You can ruin your life.   Worship, obey, follow the one true God alone, not idols.

God is not democratic.  God is jealous.  God doesn't offer Himself as one deity among many for people.  God doesn't tolerate rivals.  God doesn't share the stage.  God doesn’t share the spotlight.  God condemns polytheism.  God commands us to worship the one true God of creation and history.    

What is their historical context?  They are laws, mandates given by God to His followers, after the miraculous event of the Exodus. God's will in these commands is about ultimate allegiance, decency, justice, morality and righteousness.  God delivered His chosen people from slavery.   “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, you shall have no other gods before me.”   God hates slavery.  God hates oppression.  God hates injustice.  God loves freedom.  God's desire is that human being live in political, religious and social freedom.  
God is essentially saying because I did this, you have an obligation to me, you shall have no other gods before me.   And the right response is because of what you God have done, I commit my life to you, I will worship you alone and obey your laws.  The underlying spirit infusing the commandments is thankfulness for what God has done.  
Our genuine response to God’s act of salvation is: “Thank you God for delivering me, thank you God for my freedom from slavery in Egypt.”  And further, our response as Christians is – “Thank you God for my freedom from the power of sin, guilt, death and evil through Jesus' death on the cross.”

Jews and Christians, and ultimately all of humanity, are responsible to, accountable to, and answerable to this one God.  It is the same God who revealed Himself to humanity in the person of Jesus Christ as testified to in the scriptures.  The reason is that God created us in His image; God made us for fellowship with Himself.   Our lives are incomplete without God.  To refuse to live according to God’s will is to violate our very nature as human beings.    

Through our obedience God works out his plans and purposes in our individual lives, in our families, in our communities, in our nation and in our world.  God uses our good works, our attentive minds and hearts, our strengths and weaknesses, our talents and abilities, to accomplish his purposes on earth, that is, to reach people for God and to expand God’s Kingdom.
Do you wrestle with the temptation to worship other gods?

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you,
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