8/10/20                                                       Devotion                             
Let us consider the following passage from the letter of I Timothy: 
In our lesson in I Timothy, we read: “I urge, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all those in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” I Timothy 2:1-4.
Is prayer central to your Christian life?   I am convinced that if a Christian is to be spiritually alive, if a Christian is to be joyful, faithful, Spirit filled and Christ centered, one must be continually bathed in prayer.  And likewise, I am convinced this is also true for the Church. 

I Timothy is a shocking passage because Kings refers to the enemy, the Roman Emperor.   It refers to the Roman government, to the Roman Senate, to the high priests in the Sanhedrin, and to the Jewish rulers in Israel.    

This passage is astounding because Nero, a cruel and brutal ruler, was the Emperor at this time.  Nero blamed Christians for Rome’s problems and persecuted them.  He made Christians the scapegoat for the fire that destroyed much of Rome in A.D. 64.  Nero denied Christians any civil rights.  He ordered Christians to be executed, imprisoned, and forced to fight animals in the arena.  And yet, despite this fact, here is a request to pray for kings and people in powerful positions.

What is prayer?  Prayer is shrouded in mystery; we will never fully comprehend it.   Prayer is a gift of God's grace.  Prayer is a spiritual bridge in the divine-human relationship.   Prayer is the soul's approach to God.  Prayer is an encounter with God.  Prayer is communion with God, an intimate meeting with God.  Prayer is conversation with God, one that involves speaking and listening.  Prayer is a both a gift from God and a spiritual discipline for followers of Jesus.  
Prayer is the path to a deeper relationship with God and to a deeper knowing of ourselves.  Prayer, transforms our minds, lifts our spirits and enlivens our hearts.  Prayer is a way for our spirit to get in tune with God's Spirit.  God has created human beings in His image which means conversation with God is both possible and necessary.   Intercessory prayer is a way of loving and caring for someone, whether for members of your family or friends or strangers.    
I believe prayer is the highest activity of the human spirit.  Though we will never fully understand the nature of prayer, that should not keep us from praying?  We have a brain which we don't fully understand, but that doesn’t stop us from thinking.  We have emotions which we don’t fully understand, but that doesn’t stop us from feeling.    We have a soul we don't fully understand, but that shouldn't stop us from praying.  No, we don't always feel like praying, but that's just the time we need prayer more than ever. 

There is a dialectical tension inherent in prayer.  Prayer expresses God's Spirit in us and at the same time it's an expression of our spirit.  Prayer both builds faith in God and expresses one’s faith in God.   
Prayer transforms our minds, feeds our souls, and enlivens our hearts.  Prayer empowers the church in its ministry and mission and influences lives and events around us.  We pray prayers of petition or supplication for ourselves and prayers of intercession for others.  
One way that God accomplishes His will and purpose in this world is through the faithful prayers of His people.  God has chosen us to be living channels for changing lives through our prayers.  How this exactly works, how its accomplished is a mystery because of our limited understanding.  Yet scripture urges us to pray for ourselves and for others.  

What a privilege to pray for our nation, for our government, from San Diego city hall to the White House, for our businesses, our courts, our schools and teachers, our hospitals, our doctors and nurses, our police and firefighters, our prisons, our neighborhoods, and yes, for our churches.  In light of the division and dissention which exists, our nation certainly needs prayer.  
Our passage also urges us to voice prayers of thanksgiving for our lives, for this nation and our rights, and freedoms and blessings.  Let us pray prayers of thanksgiving for our religious and political liberty and economic opportunity.  

Intercessory prayer is made possible because of Christ’s Spirit in our lives.  Sometimes our prayers feel futile, like we are praying in vain, but we have an advocate, an intercessor, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   I Timothy says: “There is one mediator between God and humankind, Jesus Christ, who gave himself a ransom for all.”  Scripture says Christ's Spirit intercedes with our spirit and gives us the power to pray even when we feel powerless.
Let us pray because Christ commands us to pray, because prayer is an act of love, because prayer is a gift of grace, and because prayer makes all the difference.     

The grace of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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