8/7/20                                                     Devotional                                   
Let us ponder these verses from the Gospel of John: 
“So the two disciples went and saw where Jesus was staying and spent the day with him.  Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who had followed Jesus.  The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah.”  And he brought Simon to Jesus. “John 1:39-42.
After Andrew discovered that Jesus was the Messiah and became a disciple, he was filled with a passion for bringing people to Jesus.  Andrew was a man of integrity and compassion.  His heart’s burning desire was for persons to come to know Jesus as their Lord.     

How did Andrew witness?  Andrew found a young boy, who had five loaves and two fish and brought him to meet Jesus.  Jesus performed a miracle that day and fed 5,000 people.  Andrew invited some gentiles, Greeks, to go with him and he introduced them to Jesus.  But the incident he is remembered for happened after he and another disciple had met Jesus and spent the day with him.   Jesus read their hearts and asked: “What are you looking for?”  It was an extraordinary day, a day that changed their lives forever.  Andrew was so spiritually elated that he immediately set out to find his brother Simon Peter.  “Peter, we have found the Messiah.”  He brought Peter to Jesus and introduced him.  Andrew was an amazing witness for Christ.

Jesus also calls us to be His witnesses.  Why witness?  Because Christ commands us to witness in the great commission – “Go forth and make disciples of all nations.”  Because people are sinners and need saving.  Because God wants to rescue people from sin and its consequences.  Because God loves and values human beings whom He created.  Because God wants people to know Him and enter into a personal relationship with Him.  Because God wants to radically change people's lives for the good.  Because God wants people to worship Him and serve His purposes in this world.  Because God desires to bring hope and light and joy and peace to humanity.   
Today, we live in a secular, pluralistic, relativistic and post-modern age. Christian spirituality is competing against other “faiths” or “religions” or “philosophies” such as materialism, secularism, hedonism and nihilism in people's search for meaning and hope.  Our American culture is no longer as influenced by the principles and values of our nation's Judeo-Christian heritage. Sundays are no longer sacred in our culture.   What does this mean?  It means that there are amazing opportunities to witness to Christ all around us.
Romans 1:16 says: “The gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith.”   The gospel is not a personal opinion.  It’s God’s word of truth and power in the birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the Son of God.  It brings salvation.  This gospel brings freedom, forgiveness, healing and hope.  It brings the power of the Holy Spirit to all who receive it through baptism and faith.  When you are witnessing you are participating in the power of God for salvation.   1 Peter 3:15 says: “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do so with gentleness and respect.”
There are opportunities daily to witness to Christ, but sometimes we don't recognize an opportunity to say a good word for the Lord.  We just aren't paying attention; we don't see it.  Let us pray that God will open our eyes and our hearts, and that God will give us the words, to witness when those opportunities arise.
Rev. Rick Warren writes: “God has given you a life message to share.  When you became a believer, you also became God’s messenger.  God wants to speak to the world through you.  You may feel you don’t have anything to share, but that’s the Devil trying to keep you silent.  You have a storehouse of experiences that God wants to use to bring others into His family.”
Christ's summons us to witness in His name.  To whom is God calling you to witness?    Pray daily for that person.  Ask God to guide and inspire you.  God is overjoyed when by our witness, someone enters into God's family, into God's Kingdom, into eternal life.  

Jesus says witness with courage and joy, energy and faith.   May the Holy Spirit fill you with the power of Jesus Christ in your daily witness. 

Christ’s peace be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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