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Let us think about these two familiar and yet profound verses of scripture:
“Do not be deceived.  God cannot be mocked, for whatever one's sows, that also shall one reap.”  Galatians 6:7.
“Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will receive a return.”  Ecclesiastes 11:1
The Bible has spiritual lessons, axioms, or moral proverbs to teach and guide and direct us, so that we might live in accord with God’s intent.  

The first verse from the letter of Galatians declares a spiritual truth; you reap what you sow!   You and I aren't pre-programmed or pre-determined.  We have free-will.  We have choices and make decisions.  We have the freedom to sow good or bad, to build up or tear down, to be productive or unproductive.   God has given us freedom.    
This proverb says there is a direct connection between our actions and consequences for those actions.  Seed is a metaphor for something we sow in life that can multiply and produce.   Everything begins with a seed.   God has created us to be sowers.  Good seed is anything you plant or give or invest or pass on or multiply that benefits someone.   Some types of seed are time, ideas, faith, mentoring, knowledge, money, wisdom, words of encouragement or comfort, helping others, creativity, innovation, love, or prayer.  What are you sowing in your life?

You reap what you sow.  If we sow the seed of mistrust, people will lose their trust in us.  If we sow hatred, we shall reap hatred toward us.  If we sow the seed of gossip, we shall lose friendships.  If we sow the seed of dishonesty, we shall lose friendships or opportunities, or ultimately be punished.  Our behavior has consequences. 
I believe this proverb is saying think before you act.  Think things through.  I believe it is also saying sow goodness, mercy, righteousness, hope, respect and love.  Sow what glorifies God.
You reap what you sow.   When we sow good seed, we may reap knowledge, joy, confidence, peace of mind, good friendships, a sense of satisfaction and accomplishment, prosperity, success, hope, a deeper faith or self-discovery.    Can you think of something you have reaped in life?
God's moral law of life is as fixed as the law of gravity.  God is not mocked.  God is just.  God has established this principle of life.   God’s rule, God’s will, God’s justice will ultimately prevail.  
20th Century African American scientist and inventor, George Washington Carver wrote: “How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong. Because someday in life, you will have been all of these.”

Our second verse in Ecclesiastes says; cast your bread upon the waters!  Waters here represents the uncertainty of life.   Bread was valuable in the life-style of the Jews.  Bread is a symbol of something valuable which you cast out in life.  Invest or share with others that which is valuable in your life.  Give your best not your worst.  Give your most not the least.  You never know what God will do with what you cast.  You never know what the results will be from what you cast.  The results are in God’s hands.  It is saying that in God’s economy, after a time, you will receive a return, or someday you will be rewarded, or someday the good you do will come back to you.  Have you found that to be true in your life?
Cast your bread on the water’s means be proactive.  It means take the initiative.  Don’t be afraid to cast.  Don’t refrain from casting due to fear.  See life as an adventure and go forth with a God directed enthusiasm and faith.  God can’t do anything with our lives if we do nothing.  If we wait for the perfect church, we will never join.  If we wait for the perfect friend, we will be friendless.  If we wait for the perfect job, we will be jobless.  If we wait for God to prove his existence to us, we will never come to faith.  Cast your bread means take a leap of faith.  It's only after we take that leap, that faith can grow, and bear fruit and God can use our lives for His glory.
“Many days” in this passage means that after a time, we shall see the results of what we have cast, or we shall receive a return in God's time and in God's way.   God's business is using what we cast for His purposes.  Remember God's promise that nothing you do in the Lord's name is in vain.  

“You reap what you sow,” “cast your bread upon the waters;” good words for the Christian life. 

Christ’s grace and mercy be with you,
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