7/29/20                                                       Devotional

“But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, And who is my neighbor?”  Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?   The lawyer said: “The one who showed mercy on him.”  Jesus said, “Go and do likewise.”  

Luke 10:29,36-37.
Mr. Rogers Neighborhood, which aired for over 30 years, began every episode with Fred Rogers entering his house singing: “Won't you be my neighbor?”  Think about neighbors you have had over the years.    
The parable of the Good Samaritan is about neighbors and arises out of a discussion between Jesus and a Pharisee.  “A lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the test - teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus knew he was trained in the law, so he asked the man: “What is written?”   The Pharisee answers: “You shall love the Lord your God with all of your heart and soul and mind and strength and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”   Jesus says: “Do this and you shall live.”   The Pharisee asks a follow up question - who is my neighbor?  In other words, whom specifically am I supposed to love?   It’s a fair question.  In response, like he often did, Jesus tells a story.   

A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho.   It was called the Jericho road and had a fearful reputation.  It was nicknamed “The Bloody Pass”.   It was a dangerous stretch of rocky mountain road as I learned on my trip to Israel when our tour group drove on this road in 1993.  It is an isolated seventeen mile trek dotted with caves.   Since the road was so often traveled by religious pilgrims and merchants, robbers hid in the caves waiting for their next victim.  Jesus would likely have taken this parable from real life events.    
Who is my neighbor was a relevant question in Jesus’ day.   Were non-Jews, that is, Gentiles, Greeks, whom Jews were forbidden to associate with by law, neighbors?    Were Roman soldiers neighbors?   Were lepers neighbors?  Were Samaritans, who had a long history of enmity with Jews, neighbors?    It’s a relevant question today?  It causes us to think about the “I don't want to get involved” attitude which is common today.
The neighbor is not the priest or Levite, for both pass by the injured man who is lying on the side of the road.  Jesus' answer is unequivocal, it is the despised Samaritan who does the right thing, who stops to help a man who has been beaten by robbers.  The Samaritan proves to be the neighbor.

The Samaritan shows compassion, kindness and concern.  He is generous with his money and time.  He shows courage by stopping to help when the robbers could have been lurking nearby.  Does Jesus say he is a hero?  No, Jesus says he’s a neighbor.  This is what neighbors do.  This is what being a neighbor means.  

I can think of three ways we too can be a neighbor to others.  I'm sure there are other examples that you could think of, but here are three.   

First, we can be a neighbor by finding help when you see someone in trouble.  If you see someone stranded by the side of the road or see a person calling for help, rather than passing by or ignoring the cry, call 911 and let the authorities know that a person is in need of assistance.   It may seem like a small thing, but from the point of view of someone in trouble, it is an answer to prayer.   I have made such calls at various times over the years.  How about you?
Second, we can be a neighbor by helping someone personally.  10 year old Kevin Stephan of Lancaster, New York was a bat boy for his brother's little-league baseball team.  During one game, a player who was warming up accidentally hit Kevin in the chest with a bat.  Kevin fell to the ground, unconscious.  His heart stopped beating.  Fortunately, a nurse whose son played on the team went to his aid and revived him.  Kevin and his family later learned that the nurse was supposed to be at work that day, but had been given the day off at the last minute.

Third, we can also be a neighbor by acting to correct underlying unjust social conditions.  We can work against injustice by striving to eliminate the conditions that hurt people's lives in order to bring about social justice.  We think of people like Martin Luther King Jr and the Civil Rights movement and Nelson Mandela in his fight against apartheid in South Africa.  
Jesus calls us to broaden our circle of concern and compassion for people in need around us.   It's easy to become emotionally detached, desensitized or callous to the needs of others.   Jesus says there really are no limits for being a neighbor.  A neighbor is one who responds to the need of another person.   Is God calling you to be a neighbor to someone?
May the grace and peace of God be with you,
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