
7/22/20                                                        Devotion              
Let us contemplate God’s word in these verses from Ecclesiastes and the Psalms:

 “For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.”   Ecclesiastes 3:1. “Teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  Psalm 90:12
Carl Jung, the 20th century Swiss psychoanalyst, wrote: “Among all my patients in the second half of life, that is to say, over 35, there has not been one whose problem in the last resort was not finding a religious outlook on life, and none of them has been really healed, who did not regain his religious outlook.  We grow old unsatisfactorily when our personalities are deprived of such a basic need.  To go through the later stages of life without any thought of the meaning of life and the author of our existence is a situation fraught with danger.”  
Time is a condition of human existence.  Life is transitory.  Our lives are fleeting.  The psalmist writes: “O God, we are like a dream, like grass which grows up, that in the morning is fresh and flourishing, and in the evening fades and withers.”  When you look back over the years of your life, do you agree with the psalmist? 

God established time.  The Greek language has two words for time.   The first word is kronos.  This concept refers to chronological time.  We are used to measuring chronological time by seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, years etc.   We depend upon calendars for planning our lives.  The second word is Kairos.  Kairos refers to God establishing special seasons or special occasions in our lives.   This concept points to God’s times or God’s timing.  It is about God’s special times of opportunity or fulfillment.  This is what the book of Ecclesiastes is speaking about.  As believers such times can surprise us.  We need to be alert for such times, recognize them, grow in them, learn from them, be patient in them, persevere in them, be courageous in them, stay positive in them and trust God in the midst of them.
We are cognizant that our lifetime is finite.  God wants to use us for His glory and Kingdom in the time he has set for our lives.  I believe God desires to use us for his Kingdom at any age, whether young or old.  I think of a man named Bob, who at the age of sixty-five started a prison ministry at a church where I had previously served as pastor.  I think of Katherine who was visiting Alzheimer’s patients in her eighties   I think of Jan who in her nineties was writing letters to church visitors.  Such people are an inspiration.  
God desires for us to bring glory to his name no matter what our age.   God calls us to number our days and use them wisely.  Whatever your age, God has a purpose for you and God has something to offer others through you.
The Bible speaks about the importance of maintaining a positive attitude along life's journey. IThessalonians says: “Rejoice always, pray constantly, and give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Jesus Christ for you.”    The psalmist exhorts us to number our days, to examine our days, to focus our time and priorities in light of our faith.  God earnestly wants us to gain wisdom in the way that we live out our days. 

What is God’s purpose for your time today?  What is God’s purpose for the rest of your life?  How and where can you put your experience, wisdom, talents and resources to use in God’s kingdom?  William Courtenay wrote: “I expect to pass through this world but once; any good thing therefore that I can do, or any kindness that I can show to any fellow-creature, let me do it now; let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.”

Thank you, Lord, for the gift of time.   Let us walk in faith and wisdom in light of the one who is our dwelling place in all generations, from everlasting to everlasting.  

The grace of God be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel


