7/20/20                                                    Devotional
Let us ponder these words of scripture:
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different abilities, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”  I Corinthians 12:4-7
I thank and draw upon the biblical insights of Rev. Rick Warren for this devotion.  The Bible and Christian faith declare that you are God's creation.  God breathed life into you.  God created you wonderfully complex.    Are you always predictable?  How many of you married somebody or have a family member or friend who is wonderfully complex?    Just when you think you understand them, they surprise you.  Sometimes we are a mystery to ourselves.   Have you ever said something or acted in a certain way and later thought - “Now why did I do that?”  “Why did I say that?”  We are unique and marvelously complex.
God further shaped us for a purpose.  You’re not an accident or a mistake. God made you for a reason.   God made us and saved us in Christ to witness to God, to glorify God and to lead significant lives.   God has shaped and continues to shape our lives.  The letter of Ephesians says: “But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift.” 
The purpose of God’s gifts is to equip believers for service to God and to grow and mature in the fullness of Christ.  Your Godly design affects every area of your life - your relationships, your career, your thinking, your emotions, your values, your decisions, your priorities, your interests, your passions, your enjoyment and your faith.    Your shape includes 5 aspects.  We shall use the acronym SHAPE.

The S is for Spiritual Gifts.  The Bible says: “Each one has a gift from God; one has this gift and another has that gift.”  There are numerous gifts listed in the Bible: encouragement, teaching, wisdom, faith, prophecy, speaking in tongues, giving, showing mercy, service, leadership, healing, miraculous powers and other gifts.   Gifts are God’s blessing.   The Bible says every believer has at least one gift and sometimes additional gifts which are to be used to glorify God, upbuild the church and benefit others.  Every time you do something well and find satisfaction in doing it, you are revealing your giftedness.    Do you know your spiritual gift?

The H is for Heart.  What motivates you?  All of us have different things that drive us, that draw us, that attract us, that peak our interests and inspire our passions. We have different hearts.  Scripture says, “God has put it into their hearts to accomplish His purpose.  For it is God who works in you, inspiring both the will and the deed, for his own chosen purpose.”  I recall talking with a preschool teacher who told me that caring for and teaching children was what she was meant to do in life.   It was her passion.  God blesses us with different motivations in life to accomplish different things.   “What do you love to do?  What are you passionate about?” 

The A is for Abilities. God has given us abilities.  I Cor. 12:6 says: “There are different abilities to perform different services.”  Some people have athletic ability.   Some people are proficient at designing and operating complex equipment like computers.  Some people have mechanical abilities.  Some of you have culinary abilities.  Some  people have gardening abilities.  Some are blessed with mathematical abilities.  Some are visionaries – they dream of curing cancer or inventing something.  Some people are analytical and exceptional problem solvers.  Some are effective communicators.  Some possess excellent people skills and are effective managers.  Some possess incredible creative and artistic abilities.  What are your abilities?
The P is for Personality.   Are you an introvert or an extrovert?  Are you more of a thinking person or a feeling person?   Are you friendly or a bit aloof?  Personality is the dynamic and organized set of characteristics possessed by a person.  It refers to the way you act, the way you feel and the way you think.  Human personality is complex.  Is your personality something you’re born with or is it the product of your environment?  It’s the age-old nature verses nurture debate.  Research points out that children have a set pattern of personality characteristics.  Parents see this.  Faith claims that God has shaped your personality for a reason.

The E is for Experiences.  God plans and uses experiences in our lives to help form us for his purpose.  The Bible speaks about special times and seasons in our lives.  Romans 8:28 says: “And we know that in all that happens to us God is working for our good for those who love God.”  God works with and through us and others in our life experiences.  God uses circumstances in our lives to teach us and to build character.  Experiences help us to grow and mature.  God doesn't cause terrible things to happen, but faithfully works with us and through us and others to bring good out of bad experiences.  

The apostle Paul says: “By the grace of God, I am what I am.”  Knowing our shape helps us to accept and appreciate ourselves, to build faith and to glorify God.
God’s manifold blessings be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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