7/15/20                                                  Devotional
Let us consider the following teaching from the Gospel of Luke:

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?  As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like.  They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.  But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” Luke 6:46-49
Jesus says foundations count; what you build upon matters.  Jesus draws this story from a natural occurrence in Israel.  In summer, many of the rivers completely dry up, leaving a sandy river bed.  A person searching for a plot of land, might see this picturesque river bed and decide to build a house on it.  But in winter, with the coming of the heavy rains, one soon discovers that he has constructed his home in the middle of a raging river, which sweeps the house downstream.  A wise person searches for rock as the base, where it's more difficult to carve out a foundation.  When the torrential weather arrives, and the river bed floods over, the house remains firm and secure. 
I’m sure you would agree that everything in life needs a firm foundation.  This includes the foundation of our house, our business, our career, our marriage, our family, our friendships, our church, and our faith.  A solid foundation is indispensable.   How secure are your foundations?
When I'm driving across the Coronado Bridge, taking in that breathtaking view out over the San Diego bay, I want to know that the engineer who designed it graduated at the top of his class.  

Jesus' words apply to more than houses and bridges.   They apply to educational foundations, work experience foundations, financial foundations, emotional foundations, intellectual foundations, moral foundations, and religious and spiritual foundations.  When our foundations begin to crumble, they eventually collapse.

Logically, one should lay good foundations before the storms come.  You need to get your base solidified before the storm, so when the storm comes, you're not in crisis.  But as we know, life happens and this is not always possible.  We don't always prepare ourselves before the storms.  Jesus understands this.  He is saying it is never too late to come to Him, and to build your life on Him.  
Storms, figuratively and literally, always reveal one thing; they reveal the foundation you're on.  For example, they test your spiritual foundations.  One soon discovers whether or not your faith rests on the truth and power of God. If your foundation is sure, God's word and power will hold you steady.
I take Jesus' words literally.  When you ignore spirituality, when you turn your back on God, foundations suffer and one has a much harder time coping with the storms of life.

How do we know we are building our lives on the foundation of Christ?  Jesus answers: “Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not do what I say?”  “I will show you what someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and puts them into practice in contrast to the one who hears my words but does not act on them or put them into practice.” 
A person who is building his or her life on Christ exemplifies it, demonstrates it.  People see your Christian life in action.  People know you worship God and that the church and the Christian life is important.   You incorporate your Christian convictions and your faith commitment into your life-style.  People see in your everyday life, that Jesus and your faith is a priority.

The question is - if not Christ, then whom?   If you do not build your life on Christ, we will build upon something or someone else.  That is human nature.  We have a choice.  I further believe that choosing to build your life on Christ is not a once in a lifetime decision.  I see it as an ongoing decision in our daily lives.  For there are temptations which tempt us to follow another way or to commit ourselves to something or someone else.


What storms and floods have you faced?  I believe this with all my heart; building your life upon Jesus enables your faith to weather the storms of life.  Christ is the sure Foundation.  Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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