7/4/20                                            Devotional   
Let us reflect upon the following verses from the New Testament.

“As servants of God, live as free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil.  Honor everyone.  Love the family of believers.”  I Peter 2:16-17. “For freedom Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”  Galatians 5:1-2, 13-14.
Today is Independence Day.  What an important day for America.   It’s a day to remember the story of our nation's beginnings and the incredible sacrifices of our nation's founders.  It's a day to give thanks to God for His blessings upon this nation.  Have a good 4th of July.  

Independence Day honors one thing – freedom.  According to many observers it is the beacon of what America represents to the world.   What does freedom mean to you?  
We have built a nation founded upon the Judeo/Christian tradition under God.   We believe freedom is worth sacrificing for.  We believe freedom is worth working for.  We believe freedom is worth dying for.  We thank the brave men and women of our military, who have sacrificed their lives over many generations, to ensure the liberty which we enjoy as Americans.   
The Bible has much to say about freedom.  It teaches that human beings because of sin are never totally free.   We are always vulnerable to, tempted by, or subject to some form of slavery.    We can become slaves to consumerism, to drugs, to pornography, to alcohol, to gambling, to greed, to self-worship or to the lust for power.   Because of human sin, that is, self-centeredness, idolatry, we are always vulnerable to becoming slaves to something or someone.
Scripture teaches that freedom is a divine gift, a divine right which comes from God.  God is free and we are made in God's image which means God has created us to live our lives in freedom.
We were created by God to live free lives in our relationships with God and one another.  Freedom is a divine gift; it is God’s will.   Our freedom is grounded in God’s intention for human beings.    
Scripture teaches that through faith and the power of the Holy Spirit, no matter what we are in bondage to, no matter what we are enslaved to, we can be delivered from it and begin to experience the freedom which God intended for us.  Therefore, stand firm and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  

Scripture teaches about the nature of Christian freedom.   Is freedom being able to do whatever you want whenever you want to?  Is freedom having the opportunity to be irresponsible?  Biblically, that is simply another form of slavery, that is, slavery to one's whims, impulses and selfish desires.  Christian freedom is a paradox; Christian freedom is becoming a slave to Christ.  True freedom is being a servant of God.  
Christian freedom is both an expression of the grace of God and a task for God.   Freedom comes when through faith, Christ sets us free from the controlling power of sin and Satan in our lives.  Freedom is knowing we are accepted and forgiven by Jesus.  Freedom is knowing we are eternally loved by God. Freedom is knowing we matter because we are God’s child.  Freedom comes when we no longer fear death.  On the other hand, freedom is a task given to us by God: the freedom to love God, to worship God, to serve others, to share our resources, to guide others, to pray with others, to encourage others, to love neighbors after the command of Jesus Christ.  
Scripture declares that God so loved the world that he sent his only Son.  It is only when we turn over our lives to God, when we dedicate our lives to God, when we confess our faith in Christ, that we become truly free.  Freedom is being guided by Jesus' command to love God with our heart, soul, strength, and mind and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Freedom is being a slave to Jesus Christ and a servant of God. For freedom, Christ has set us free.  Thank you God for the freedom we have in Christ.  
God’s grace and peace be with you on this Fourth of July,
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