6/26/20                                                 Devotional                               
Let us think about this passage from the book of Esther:
“Mordecai sent back this answer: Do not think that because you are in the king’s house, you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.  And who knows, but that you have come to your Royal position for just such a time as this?” Esther sent this reply: Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me.  Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day.  I and my attendants will fast as you do.  When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish.” Esther 4:12-16 

In 1955, Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to give her bus seat to a white man.  In her book Quiet Strength she writes:  "When I sat down on the bus that day, I had no idea history was being made—I was only thinking of getting home. But I had made up my mind. After so many years of being a victim of the mistreatment my people suffered, not giving up my seat—and whatever I had to face afterwards—was not important. I did not feel any fear sitting there. I felt the Lord would give me the strength to endure whatever I had to face. It was time for someone to stand up—or in my case, sit down. So I refused to move.”

This story is about one thing; Rosa Parks was the right person, in the right place, at the right time.   She took a stand and acted with courage.   She had a God-given opportunity to make a difference and seized it.  What is an opportunity?  Samuel Johnson wrote: “To improve the golden moment of opportunity, and catch the good that is within our reach, is the great art of life.”   
Someone said opportunity is like an open window.  But a window of opportunity won't open itself - you must seize it.   An opportunity is seized or missed, in relation to our being prepared to make the most of it.  If we bring our faith to it, it can be used for the good of others and for the glory of God.  Can you look back and think of opportunities you missed?    Can you think of opportunities you seized and made the most of?   God offers us new opportunities in our lives.  Are you ready?

In our story from the Old Testament, Esther comes face to face with an opportunity in the form of a pending crisis.  The Jews are living in exile in Persia, modern day Iran.  Though Esther is the queen of Persia, she had been forced to marry the king and her power was limited.  The King's power is absolute.  Esther, a Jew, was faced with an opportunity fraught with peril, to save her people from annihilation by the Persians.   

Haman, the king's second in command, had deceived the king into issuing an edict to wipe out all Jews in the realm.   Mordecai, Esther’s uncle and Esther could have fled and saved themselves.  But instead, they saw that God had placed them in that position for His higher purpose.  They saw it as an opportunity to be used by God for good.  
Esther realizes that she has a chance to save her fellow Jews because of her position as queen.  But even more, she begins to sense her divine destiny – here was a chance to be used to deliver her people from annihilation for the glory of God.  It's a decisive moment.  And so, without being officially summoned before the king, and knowing this meant the penalty of death for such impertinence, Esther approaches the king and tells him of the deception behind the edict to kill the Jews.  The king listens and Esther and the Jews are spared.  A miracle occurs.
What are some insights in this story?   Esther’s eyes were opened and she saw the opportunity.  She believed God would act at the right time.   She trusted God to be with her.  She prayed for the courage to act.  She made the decision to be used by God even at the risk of her own life.  She seized the moment and acted.   She prayed and fasted and thereby asked for and relied upon God’s help in this dangerous situation.    

Are you faced with a difficult situation that requires action?  You too may see a situation where you alone could make a difference.  Rather than turning away from such a challenge, pray to God for the courage to act and trust in God to use you in that situation.  
You never know when God will call you to fulfill his will at a particular time and place.  You never know when God will call you to act in a decisive moment.  It can come at any time, because you are the right person, in the right place and at the right time.  

As followers of Christ, God brings sacred opportunities to serve Him and His kingdom.  “Who knows, perhaps you are in this position for just such a time as this.”  
In Christ,
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