6/24/20                                                    Devotional                            
“Praise the Lord, Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament.  Praise Him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness.  Praise him with trumpet sound, praise him with lute and harp, praise him with tambourine and dance, praise him with strings and pipe, praise him with clanging cymbals, praise him with loud clashing cymbals, let everything that breathes praise the Lord.”  Psalm 150
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with gladness; come into His presence with singing.  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.  Give thanks to him, bless his name.  For the Lord is good, His steadfast love endures forever.”  Psalm 100:1-5
What does worshipping God mean?  Worship expresses our faith in and love for God.  Jesus says: “Love God with your heart, soul, strength and mind.  Worship is our faithful response to the living God, to the triune God, God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  “Worship expresses our love and gratitude for who God is, for what God has said and for what God has done, is doing and will do.”   Worship is an encounter between people of faith and the living God.    Worship ultimately is not about us.  God alone is worthy of our worship.   To worship anything else is idolatry. The first commandment is: “You shall have no other gods before me.”   The Bible says: “God is a Spirit and we must worship God in spirit and in truth.”   Worship flows in two directions: the downward movement of God’s presence and the upward movement of our faithful response to God in Christ through the Spirit.  God invites us to worship Him. God is glad when we come together for worship.  Worship is a holy time.
What is the tone of worship?  It’s a celebration.   The psalmists’ capture the mood beautifully. 
Worship is joyful, expectant and participatory.   The psalmist says: “God made you, you belong to God; you are His people and the sheep of His pasture.”  Music has and always will be that pulse which lifts our souls, stirs our hearts, and moves our bodies.  Like the heart beating in your chest, worship is the heart-beat of the church’s life.  Mission and service flows out of our worship of God.
We worship in gratitude because God sent his son Jesus to bring salvation.  Worship says - Thank you God, for sending your Son Jesus Christ to rescue me from the power of sin and death and for opening up a new life today and life-everlasting.
When we go to worship we bring an attitude!  That’s why it’s important to prepare ourselves spiritually each week before we go to worship.   Do we come ready to pray, to listen, to participate, to be humbled, to learn, to praise, to repent, to re-dedicate ourselves to God?   
Worship is the response of our whole being to God’s amazing love and mercy.   We offer ourselves to God in humility and gratitude because in Jesus Christ’s life, death and resurrection God first loved us.
We worship as God’s family.  Worship is profoundly personal; it’s an individual experience.  At the same time worship is a community event, the celebration of the family of God, the body of Christ, the fellowship of believers.  It’s a time to celebrate that we belong to the people of God.   It’s a time to pray for one another, for our community and our world.  It’s a time to sing together and affirm our faith in Christ together.  It’s a time when we enjoy one another and mourn together when fellow members gone to be with the Lord.  Worship reminds us that we are a covenant community.  We are stronger together in the Spirit than separately.   
Some people ask: “What will I get out of worship today?” Some ask: “What will I bring to worship today?”
Going to worship shows that you respect and value God.   Going to worship demonstrates to God, to others in the congregation, to neighbors and friends that God is important to you.  Worshipping God shapes our attitude, our spirit, our behavior, our values, our faith, that is, our whole being.  
Christian worship is summed up by the 19th century Danish theologian and philosopher Soren Kierkegaard.  He wrote: “Worship is a drama.  Some people think God is the director, the worship leaders are the actors, the stage is the chancel, and the people are the audience.  Worship is a drama, but the stage is the sanctuary, the worship leaders are the prompters, the people are the actors and God is the audience.”    
I believe God blesses us in the context of worship.  God surprises us with His grace.   God affirms, comforts, teaches, challenges, and humbles us.   God strengthens our faith.  God lifts our soul.   Worship draws us closer to God.  Worship can inspire us about decisions and crises in life.  Worship ultimately reminds us that we are not alone.
Praise God in his sanctuary.  Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.
Christ’s peace be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel  
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