June 22, 2020                                      Devotional   
Let us reflect upon the following verses about the Bible.  

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.” Romans 15:4

“But these words were written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.”  John 20:31
“The sacred writings are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All scripture is inspired by God, and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”  II Timothy 3:15-17
Remember these songs: “The B-I-B-L-E - yes that’s the book for me, I stand up high with the word of God, the B-I-B-L-E.”  “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  
The Bible has power because it’s God's word.  It has the power to change lives.  The power is not that the Bible is a magical book.  The power is in the Holy Spirit who has inspired the Bible over the centuries and who inspires it today.  God's Holy Spirit acts in and through the Bible to re-form the minds and hearts of people.   
The Bible is a sacred record of God’s revelation in history.  It is about God's actions, words, and deeds.  It is also God’s personal letter to you and to me.    God has reached people over the centuries and God wants to reach you and me through the Bible.   It’s a book through which God’s Spirit has disciplined, inspired, comforted, encouraged and changed lives down through history.   

At its core the Bible is a story, God’s story.    It’s the story of God’s revelation in history over some 2000 years in creation, in forming the people of Israel, in God’s coming to the world in Jesus of Nazareth, in God’s establishing the Church at Pentecost, and of God’s sovereign rule and plan to bring about a new heaven and earth.  It's a story about God's plan of salvation for humankind.  

The Bible is a lens through which we see God, ourselves, the world and the future.  It is the book which inspires and strengthens faith   It’s the book which guides us in the new spiritual life God calls us to live.  It’s a book which declares our hope for today and assurance for life after death.  
In the Bible we encounter God and God encounters us.  We hear promises: “Cast all your anxiety upon him, for He cares about you.”  “Nothing, not yesterday, today or tomorrow, not even death itself, can separate us from the love of God.”   I remember a time when I felt confused and didn't know which path to follow and I read: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, do not rely on your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” God fulfilled his promise and made straight my path. 
The Greek word translated inspired literally means “God-breathed.”  The Bible is on the one hand a human book, written by human beings in a multi-cultural context, Jewish, Greek and Roman.  But at the same time, the Bible is “God-breathed.”  Scripture is useful for teaching, teaching truth about God, faith and salvation, Israel and the church, human nature, sin, morality, values, justice, good and evil, Jesus, the future and life’s meaning and purpose.  It’s useful for reproof, for convincing us of our sin and pointing us to the right way.  It’s useful for correction, for testing other beliefs, ideas, teachings, precepts, and philosophies against the teaching of the Bible.  The Bible has power to bring clarity amidst cultural confusion.  It’s useful for training in righteousness, that is, for shaping our minds and hearts, our thinking and feeling, actions and behavior, for forming us morally, that we might become loving, caring, good, and faithful people.

The purpose of the Bible is to bring us to faith in Christ, empower us to grow and mature in Christ, and guide our lives as Christ's witnesses along our spiritual journey.  We study the Bible so that God can use us for his purpose, that is, for the work of the Kingdom.   

Our Christian faith says: “The Bible is the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ and God’s word to you.”  No other sacred writing, according to our Christian faith, has the authority and power as does the Bible. 
I urge you to read the Bible alone or join a Bible study if you are not doing so. I close with the words of the psalmist: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.”  Psalm119:105
May the grace of God be with you, 

Rev. Alan W. Deuel


