6/15/20                                                  Devotional
Let us ponder these words from the letter of I Timothy:

“Fight the good fight of the faith, take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and for which you made the good confession, in the presence of many witnesses.” I Tim. 6:12.
How is your Christian faith?  How is your walk with God?  Yes, sometimes our fears, our questions or our doubts threaten to overcome our faith.   Is coming to faith or maintaining faith easy?   
Faith in God didn’t come easy to the early Christians who were persecuted and died for standing up for Jesus, rather than bowing down to worship Caesar.  It doesn’t come easy when we must deal with the turmoil we are facing in our nation today.  I don’t believe faith in God will ever be an easy path to follow in life.  It is the ground of our being, but it is sometimes a struggle.  Jesus spoke about denying yourself, taking up your cross and following him.  
That’s why faith in God must never be taken for granted; not yours, nor anyone else’s faith.   
Faith in Jesus Christ is both an amazing gift of God’s grace and faith is a personal decision, a call, a task.  Faith is a paradox.   Faith is the work of God’s Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds and it’s also our response and commitment to God.   I Timothy says: “Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.  Take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called.”     
Here scripture says pursue faith.  Faith both is and is becoming.  Faith in God is a spiritual journey, something into which we grow and mature both alone and in fellowship with other believers.  Faith says: I trust yesterday, today and tomorrow to God.  Faith is intellectual and emotional.  Faith involves thinking about God as triune and Jesus as fully human and fully God.  Faith is about seeking understanding about God’s purpose and will in our lives and in the world.  But faith also captures our emotions: “Praise God, thank you God for helping me, thank you for answering my prayer, God is good, Hallelujah.”   We experience God’s joy and peace and strength.  And other times we cry out: “God where are you, why do you not hear me, I pray but you do not answer, help me.”   
Our Christian experience and the scriptures both declare that faith is sometimes a struggle.   Sometimes you have to fight to believe, you have to fight to trust, you have to fight to maintain your confidence in God.   And yet again and again, scripture declares that faith is worth the fight.  How is your faith in God? 
In this letter the apostle Paul is writing to his younger missionary associate Timothy.  They had endured many hardships together on past missionary journeys.   We read: “Fight the good fight of the faith, take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and for which you made the good confession, in the presence of many witnesses.” I Tim. 6:12.
Why are these words so profound?  Because if something is worthwhile, if something is of utmost value, it’s worth fighting for?   There are things that we value, that we must sacrifice for and fight for, because it’s the right thing to do.  Faith is a fight, but it’s a good fight.  Timothy is facing overwhelming challenges in his ministry and is discouraged.  Have you ever been there?   The apostle Paul charges Timothy to remain steady, to stay the course.  Listen to Paul’s words: “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.  Do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace.” 
Can you hear the word of God speaking to you in those words?  Where do you find that your faith is sometimes a battle, sometimes a struggle?  On the one hand, I believe God is saying some things in life aren’t worth fighting for.  Just let go and put it behind you.  Faith is not one of those things.  Why?  Because ultimately God’s power, God’s grace, God’s strength, God’s mercy, God’s love is greater than our own.  We need someone greater than ourselves to trust in, to believe in, to rely upon.  Faith is worth the fight.  And faith is a good fight.
No matter what you may be struggling with in terms of your faith, know this: God is for you and not against you and God will not leave you nor forsake you.   Know that you have the support and prayers and guidance of this congregation.   You have spiritual brothers and sisters in Christ ready to come along side you.  Faith is worth the fight because God first loved us in Christ and we have the promise that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

In Christ, let us affirm the gift of faith,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel    
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