June 12, 2020                                    Devotional 
Let us consider these verses from the Old Testament book of Joshua

“My servant Moses is dead.  Now proceed to cross the Jordan you and all this people into the land that I am giving to them as I promised to Moses.  As I was with Moses so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.  I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous, for you shall put this people in possession of the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them.  Only be strong and courageous, do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”              Joshua 1:2,5,9.

What are you afraid of?  Fear is an innate response to a real or perceived threat.  If we didn't feel fear, we couldn't protect ourselves from legitimate threats.  Fear is a survival instinct.  Fear is a gift from our Creator.  Fear can play a positive role in our lives.   We know that confronting our fears is the best way to conquer and get past them.  
According to scripture, the antidote to fear is courage.  What is courage?  We know it’s not necessarily the absence of fear.  Rather, it’s the ability to act in spite of being afraid.  It’s the willingness to face or confront that which frightens you.  Though frightened, rather than being paralyzed, you find the courage to act.  I believe two things about courage.  First, God does implant courage in our hearts.  I also believe we must pray to God for courage in certain situations.  

Courage is expressed in different forms.  We think of physical courage, emotional courage, moral courage, and spiritual courage.  We think of the courage to believe and trust in God, even when things are collapsing around you.  The courage to trust in God's love and mercy, amidst disappointment and loss.  The courage to doubt your doubts and to believe even with unanswered questions.  Yes, courage is an essential quality for life
Moses who by the power of God had led the Israelites out of Egypt has died.  After wandering around in the wilderness of Sinai for 40 years, the people are poised to enter the promised land.  The Lord decides to call a successor.   God calls Joshua.  Joshua is overcome with fear at taking on such a daunting task.  Who wants to follow in the footsteps of Moses?  Seeing the fear in Joshua's heart, the Lord speaks to Joshua: Be strong and courageous, do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  This is also God’s promise to you and to me.

We read many stories where Jesus said to his followers: “Do not be afraid” or “fear not.”  In fact, those words occur in the entire bible 365 times.  God knows that we must learn to face and conquer our fears, if we are going to be able to live full lives and obey his call upon our lives.
Who comes to mind when you think of courageous people?  I think of the men and women of our military and First Responders.  They put their lives on the line daily.
There are times when out of obedience and love for Jesus, we must find the courage to speak up for Jesus, for the Christian faith, for the truth of the gospel.  We must find the courage to let others know that we are followers of Jesus, the Lord of your life.  It is the courage to say something rather than being silent.      

Someone wrote:  Nobody ever loses courage.  Courage isn't something you lose because courage is always an option.  Courage is a choice.  And by God's grace, it is always there for you to choose.  My friend, God wants you to choose courage?  Will you choose it?” 

I believe the story of Joshua inspires us when we face times of fear.  It tells us that God is present with us, that God goes with us, when we are called to take on some project or task or mission or assignment.  Courage is not the absence of fear.  Courage is taking action despite being afraid.  Following Jesus requires courage and courage comes from trusting in Him, 

Christ’s peace be with you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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