6/5/20                                             Devotional             
Let us ponder Jesus’ familiar teaching from the Sermon on the Mount.

“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this sums up the Law and Prophets.”  A modern-day interpreter put it this way: “Treat other people exactly as you would like to be treated by them.” Matthew 7:12
We of course know this as the Golden Rule.  Which leads us to think about the topic of goodness and righteousness.  I don’t think anyone would argue with the contention that the world needs more goodness.  You don’t have to look very far to make the case.  
The Bible makes a distinction between good and evil, right and wrong and this distinction matters.  Jesus promoted goodness because he understood human nature.  Is human nature basically good?  How would you answer the question?  Biblically speaking, I would answer no, human nature is not basically good.  Why?  I refer to the story in Genesis of Adam and Eve and the fall from grace, from the Garden of Eden.  It is the story of humanity.   Human nature is a fallen nature or sinful nature.   

Biblically speaking, people are born as sinners, self-centered rather than God centered.  Human nature’s relationship to God is broken.  Human nature does not feel responsible to and accountable to its creator, God.  That is why according to scripture God sent Jesus into the world to redeem sinners.  But saying this does not mean human nature is basically bad.  No.  To say one is a sinner or sinful is not to say that human nature is bad.  That human nature is fallen from grace causes us to take an honest look at ourselves.     

Scripture teaches that because people are sinful, virtues like goodness and righteousness need to be taught.  Hence the Ten Commandments and the Golden Rule.   

The Golden Rule was not original to Jesus.   Rabbi Shammai of the first century, was asked if he could recite the whole Jewish law while standing on one foot.  Rabbi Shammai replied: “Do not do to others what you would not have others do to you.”  The man was so impressed that he became a student of the Rabbi.  Other Rabbi’s in Jesus’ day taught: “Whatever is hateful to you, don’t do to your neighbor.”  
The Jewish rule was stated in the negative.  Jesus came along and re-stated this rule in the positive.  This was Jesus’ original contribution.  The old rule is generally passive, don’t do things.  Jesus’ rule is active, do things.  In other words, the old rule can be kept by not doing something which hurts another human being.  Jesus’ ethic in restating this rule, summons his followers to take the initiative, to be pro-active, to do something positive toward others.  Both perspectives have merit.  We think of the Ten Commandments for example – don’t steal, don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t bear false witness.   These teachings, combined together, represent the biblical perspective on goodness.  

The Golden Rule expressed Jesus’ passion for promoting good and righteous behavior among his followers.  Jesus taught by word and example that his followers are to be good people.  Are we as Jesus’ followers passionate about leading good and righteous lives today?   

Jesus teaches that we are to embody the Golden Rule in everything we do, like standing up against evil, treating others with respect, encouraging others, loving others, supporting someone who is suffering, sacrificing for others, or acting fairly and kindly toward others.  

Jesus says as you would have them do to you.  Jesus here affirms that it’s important to consider yourself in terms of how you want others to treat you.   Jesus is as deeply concerned about how others treat you as how you treat others.  You count in God’s eyes.  Jesus said - love your neighbor as you love yourself.
I like what we read in I John: “How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?”  The good news is that by grace and the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, God changes and is changing our nature, so we can have the heart and mind of Jesus and do good to others.  The good news is that by grace and the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we both are and are becoming good people.  
“For this is the Law and the Prophets.”  Jesus declared that the Golden Rule summed up all of the teaching of the Jewish law and prophets.   How are you embodying the Golden Rule in your life?
God’s grace and peace be with you, 

Rev. Alan W. Deuel
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