June 3, 2020                                          Devotional                                
Let us reflect upon the words of two Old Testament prophets:
“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever- flowing stream.”   Amos 5:24
“Stop doing wrong, learn to do right, seek justice, love good, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead the case of the widow.”  Isaiah 1:17
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?" Micah 6:6-8

Our nation is in crisis.  A pastor friend quoted the book of Lamentations: “My groans are many and my heart is faint.”  This is a cry of the soul.  I think it represents the soul of many today.    The events of the past week have been painful and frightening.  We have seen killing, peaceful protests, grieving people, riots, violence, looting, anger, and hatred.   Mr. George Floyd was killed by a police officer in Minneapolis and this tragedy sparked protests across the nation.  We grieve for his family and the community.  The video of the police officer kneeling on Mr. Floyd’s neck was extremely painful to watch.  Charges are being brought against the officers.  A trial will determine the fate of this officer and other officers at the scene.  We condemn Mr. Floyd’s death. 
We hear cries for justice.  Rightfully so.  What is justice in the death of Mr. Floyd for his family?  It must be done.  I think of people who were hurt or killed over the past week.  What is the justice for them? I also think of the owners of businesses, storeowners, shopkeepers, of all races, who lost their livelihood.  What is the justice for them?  
God is a just God.  We are created in God’s image.  And God’s will is that all people do justice, act justly, practice justice, live just lives.  God demands it as we clearly hear from God’s prophets.

The prophet Micah lived during a time of declining social morality in Israel.  Corruption was rampant.  Immorality was flagrant.  Idolatry was in vogue.   Social and economic injustice was widespread.   Merchants used false scales, weights and measures to exploit the poor peasants and farmers.  Officials and judges took bribes. Farmers suffered at the hands of powerful landlords.  Micah writes: “When they want fields, they seize them, when they want houses, they take them.  No man’s family or property is safe.” The righteous are sold for silver; the needy for a pair of shoes, the poor were trampled upon.”  Temple worship was strong, people brought generous offerings to the temple, but hypocrisy ruled the day.  Micah’s message was a warning that God’s judgment was coming and he was giving people an opportunity to repent.

Because God is just, fair and righteous, God expects us to be fair, just and righteous.   God has a special concern for the poor and powerless.  Proverbs says: “Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.”  I John says: “How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help?”  
When you think of justice what comes to mind?  We think of social justice, criminal justice, justice for crime victims, racial justice, religious justice, civil rights, economic justice and other forms of justice.   We also think of justice on an individual or personal level.  Do we treat people fairly, do we deal justly with other people in our lives, in obedience to God?

The prophets are speaking the word of God.  They force me to take a look at myself: “What am I doing for others in the name of fairness and justice?”  Perhaps you’ve asked yourself that question.  Can you think of a way you could contribute to justice in our nation today?
Let us pray to God for justice, but let us also pray for healing.  Let us pray for the family of Mr. Floyd. Let us pray for justice in this tragedy.  Let us pray for all people in our nation.  Let us pray for justice in our nation, but let us also pray for God’s power, for healing, for peace, for the power of love, for mercy, and for the grace and will of God.

God’s blessings to you,

Rev. Alan W. Deuel 
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