6/1/20                                             Devotional         
The subject of God’s Will is both fascinating and immense.  This is the second devotion on God’s Will.  Let us contemplate this verse from the letter of Romans.
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  Ro.12:2
Have you ever prayed: “Lord, your will be done,” or “Lord, show me your will.” or “Lord, I want to follow your will?”  Scripture is clear: God desires for you and me to seek, to know and to follow His Will.   God wants us to open our hearts and minds to His voice and guidance in our lives.   For when we obey God, when our lives are aligned with God’s will, we find meaning and purpose.  We can truly glorify God because we are where God wants us to be and we are doing what God wants us to do.  
Discerning God’s will, if we are honest, evokes questions in our minds.  Is this God’s will or my will?  Is God speaking to me or is it something or someone else?   These are good questions.  Why, because Scripture teaches that we live in a context of conflicting wills.  There are competing wills: my will, other people's wills, Satan's will and God's will.  We live in the middle of being pulled one way by the world and being led another way to follow God.  We find ourselves on the one hand, desiring to conform to the world and on the other, seeking to conform to God.  Our values and priorities seem to frequently be in conflict.  The Apostle Paul writes about this in Romans 7:14-20.
This verse in Romans, better, this truth, is critical.  Another translation of the second half of the verse is: “Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  Following God’s will starts with our minds.  Our minds need to change or we cannot discern God’s will.  We can’t discern God’s will by thinking the way the world thinks.  God seeks to transform our minds, to renew our minds, so we will be more in tune with and be more able to discern God’s will in our lives.   We must think in a new way.  This of course, we recognize, is one of the challenges of living a Christ-like life.    We begin to discern God’s will when we allow the Holy Spirit to transform and renew our minds.  
This truth, this promise is amazing.  It is reassuring.  God desires for us to change our minds and God’s grace and the power of God’s Spirit can make this happen. This verse states that we can truly discern God’s will for our lives today.  God’s will is not always a mystery.  It is not always hidden.  It is not always an enigma.  I know many of you would testify: “Yes, by God’s grace I have discerned and followed God’s will in my life.”  
This word of God brings comfort, assurance and hope.  God’s will is not a myth, make-believe or a fantasy.  God's sovereign and powerful will is a force in our lives and our world.     You and I are not merely pawns in life; victims of capricious and impersonal forces like fatalism over which we have no control.   God's will is present and active in this world.  God has given us a free will to seek and follow His will.  Our will is not a slave to the powers and principalities of the world.  True, we can choose to follow those principalities.  But we can also repent, turn away, turn to God, and by God’s grace and power conform our will to the will of God.  God desires for us to attune our will with His will.   And God’s in-dwelling Spirit gives us the power to make that become a reality.  As the truth of scripture says, it all begins with our minds.   Think about your own life.  Are you following God’s will today?  

God’s grace and peace be with you, 
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